





























EXCELLENCE IN ARCHITECTURE. 
ROYAL ACADEMY LECTURES, 1905. 


By Professor Arrcuison, R.A., 


PAST PRESIDENT R.1.B.A., ROYAL GOLD MEDALLIST. 


HE object we have in view is to make our architecture better, and the question is how 

this is to be done. It seems to me that, in the first instance, we ought not to take 

any student who shows no original invention, unless indeed he has so determined a 

taste for architecture that he would rather work at it for half the money he could get for 

doing anything else. The late W. Burges, A.R.A., had the chance of going into his father’s 

office—that of Messrs. Walker & Burges, the celebrated engineers—and of eventually becoming 

a partner, but his whole soul was taken up with Gothic antiquarianism and iconography, and 
he despised and scorned engineering. 

Nature apparently does everything in accordance with fixed laws, but as yet we know but 
little about them. Apparently she hardly furnishes houses for land animals—(though the Fool 
in King Lear says, “I can tell why a snail has a house. Why, to put his head in; not to give 
it away to his daughters, and leave his horns without a case ’’)-—but defensive armour at least for 
snails and tortoises ; but she furnishes these houses or defensive armour to many more water 
creatures than land ones. Nature herself modifies and sometimes carves her own works: her 
chisels are mostly rain, ice, lightning, and sand driven by the wind. There is the appear- 
ance of a mediwval town formed by fantastic rocks near Amalfi, and there are tall mounds 
apparently carved by wind-driven sand in the Vergen Valley, America. The repetition of 
rounded boles of trees in forests is always pleasing, and, like the sheer vertical sides of 
mountains with gigantic projecting cornices, may give us hints if we observe and can use them. 

The next thing is in what way we may improve this original talent of the student. 
We see what the poets have done: they have translated all the good pieces of foreign poets 
into their own language, as the Romans did from the Greeks. In modern days each good poet 
has taken the best pieces of the poetry of some other nation and tried to make them as 

Third Series, Vol. XIII. No. 13.—12 May 1906. 8 A 








342 JOURNAL OF THE ROYAL INSTITUTE OF BRITISH ARCHITECTS (12 May 1906 


admirable in his own tongue. This is of course more difficult when the poetry is comic than 
when it is tragic ; though Hookham Frere has rendered the scathing sarcasm of Aristophanes 
very well, yet some of the comic parts are not done so well. Perhaps Frere’s sense of decorum 
has been the cause of this. We all know how Tennyson learned Hebrew in his middle age to 
see if he could not get the sublimity of expression from it. 

Michelangelo believed all the visual fine arts to be founded on the art of drawing. It 
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may perhaps appear to be unwarrantable conceit on my part to try to set up an opinion in 
opposition to that of Michelangelo, who built and adorned the sacristy of San Lorenzo at 
Florence, undoubtedly the most perfect piece of architecture and sculpture combined since 
the dawning of the Renaissance. This sacristy is full of what we may call architectural 
solecisms, but when you put yourself in the proper place the whole arrangement falls into 
perfect harmony, and these solecisms cease from troubling. It seems to me that architecture 
is the perfecting of construction so as to ensure beauty, or whatever other quaiity is wanted 
to express the destination of the building. As nature’s object is to make everything not only 
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to answer its purposes completely but to be clothed in grace, beauty, or sublimity, so I think 
architectural students should be encouraged to model rather than to draw, as modelling makes 
them see and comprehend that they have to deal with mass and weight, while drawing seems 
to suggest neither, and mass and weight suggest grandeur. That is why early Norman, 
which is colossal, affects us much more than late Gothic, which is a mere skeleton. 

It is possible that hereafter we may find out that secret of nature of how to combine the 
useful and the beautiful, but at present we are not only far from having discovered it, but so 
complex is the problem that we can hardly define it ; for in nature it is not only the making of 
the individual parts of each plant more or less beautiful in themselves, but, in the case of trees, 
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making each leaf and flower combine with one another and with the trunk and branches to 
form a lovely, striking, or sublime effect. Nature alone has succeeded in carrying every point 
by mixing the useful with the delightful. 

This age may be called the iron age, for not only is the framework of buildings being 
made entirely of iron, but with cast iron we can produce almost anything we like as far as 
shape goes ; but we have not found out how to make the lines of force and beauty coincide. It 
is the reproach of our art that we have hardly made any structural ironwork beautiful ; but 
the architect, like the poet, is born and not made. If architects have a learned mathe- 
matician amongst them he is unknown since the death of E. Wyndham Tarn. Our very 
Building Act has not been scientifically evolved, but has had to take the thickness of walls 
from the isolated walls of Hadrian’s Villa at Tivoli. I think when we have secured as 
students only those who possess architectural invention and the necessary statical 
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knowledge that will enable them to make their constructions safe, the Academy might at 
least make those who secure the Travelling Studentship submit a thorough restoration of 
some ruin. Most of our students merely make pencil or water-colour sketches of the various 
buildings, which scarcely teaches them anything. What is wanted is to make them investi- 
ate the methods by which stability and beauty were produced by the ancients. They should 
make a complete restoration, with every piece found 
amongst the ruins properly fitted in. 

The late M. Charles Garnier says in his book, 
A travers les Arts, on the subject of restoration 
in drawings from ruins, “The choice of a restora- 
tion is always an important affair for the French 
student in Rome; it does not involve a slight study 
quickly carried out; but on the contrary many 
months of solitude abroad, sometimes even an exile 
to the feet of the ruins has to be chosen ; it involves 
a year at least. How many have passed more than 
two years at the work loyally to fulfil their engage- 
ment! And with what ardour the young artists give 
themselves to their work! What researches they 
undertake! What fevered evenings they pass in 
seeking the antique truth and reproducing it! Then 
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at last the days run on and the work is done; the 
drawings are sent to Paris, and one waits with im- 
patience the impression and judgment of the public. 
| It isthen that the kind-hearted man studies and the 
impatient attack them. These draw in their train 
the crowd of those indifferent, and a thousand voices 
say, To what end is this? But, unjust and churlish 
souls ; it serves the history and the palpitating life 
of the art. It serves to compare the past and the 
present, and it serves, above all—for that is its aim— 
the artist who has worked. Do you believe that the 
time which the artist has passed in measuring these 
fragments, in cross-questioning these remains, for 
assigning them their places and their employment— 
do you believe that this time is lost to the artist ? 
HANOVER CHAPEL, REGEN sree, Now pevorisney. He is familiarised with the primitive principles and 
yak onbiges asset the art of construction; he has lived the life of 
other times ; he has brought together the history of 
man and stones; he has learned how to study, how to compare, how to reason; he has, in 
short, learned the alphabet of architecture, and whatever may be his future ideas he will know 
how to express them. If his colleagues have already done analogous work, is that a reason 
that he should not do it too? If my neighbour at college has translated Virgil and Cicero, is 
that a reason that I should not translate them in my turn? Donotlaugh, then, at these igno- 
rant attacks ; itis a noble attempt to employ one’s youth in studying one’s art, in the hope of 
becoming later a master in one’s turn.” 














I have observed that some of our best modern architects have passed much of their time 
in studying and measuring the antique. It was supposed that Palladio got his grand style 
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by his familiarity with ancient Roman work, most of which he had measured and published. 
You probably know that in Palladio’s book published in 1570 he only gives the five orders, 
private houses, roads, bridges, piazzas, covered porticoes, and temples. Lord Burlington, who 
was a great student of Palladio, and in whose house we now are, knew that Palladio had 
measured all the remaining baths in Rome; but the drawings had been lost, and after much 
research he found them by accident in the palace of Daniel Barbaro, once the Patriarch 
of Aquilea, and he had the drawings engraved at his own expense and published in London 
in 1730. We have a copy in the Library of the Royal Institute of British Architects. This 
book was subsequently reprinted and enlarged by Charles Cameron, London, in 1775. Should 
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England ever become a great and rich country we may want baths at least equal to those of 
ancient Rome, where one of the halls was paved with lapis lazuli, and some of the windows 
are supposed to have been of stained glass; where the columns were of the costliest and 
rarest marble, and where the vaults were clothed with enamelled glass mosaic. 

I have often heard my father speak with admiration of the proportions of the front of 
Somerset House designed by Sir William Chambers, which was the subject for the Silver Medal 
when he was a student, and for which he tried. Sir William Chambers designed a bridge at 
Wilton, near Salisbury, and a beautiful garden pavilion at Castle Howard. Wilkins published 
The Antiquities of Magna Grecia in 1807 and the Civil Architecture of Vitruvius in 1812. 
It is only after seeing the models for the National Gallery and for the steps and portico of 
University College, London, that we become fully aware of the elaborate pains Wilkins took to 
ensure success. 
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Professor Cockerell illustrated with his own hand all the sculpture that he discovered in 
Greece, and, I think, the Elgin Marbles, and his restoration of the Mausoleum is much more 
beautiful than the real one. He arranged the group of Niobe, and as he was really born a 
sculptor he designed the sculpture in the pediment of St. George’s Hall at Liverpool ; 
all his works we admire their artistic excellence. It is quite delightful to see the elegance 
and refinement of his work in Liverpool, London, and Oxford. 

I just recollect my father and mother going to see Sir John Soane have the medal from 
the English architects presented to him. Some of Soane’s facades to the Bank of England 
are very fine and original, but I think the private houses that he built in what | think was 
called “‘ Bank Chambers” were some of the most beautiful and most original things we had in 
England. They have been pulled down lately to make way for houses that will let for larger 
rentals. It would be quite a revolution in the views of City men if any attention should be 
paid to the preservation of buildings of the greatest originality and beauty. In fact I am 
surprised that St. Paul’s has not been turned into a meat market or a general hall for the 
railways of London 

I make a great point of the students knowing how to calculate the stability of construction. 
We have no domes built now because no one knows how to secure their stability, and the 
imitation Gothic that we so much use cannot be improved upon because no one knows scien- 
tifically how to construct, and is therefore obliged to keep to the reproduction of old forms. | 
once had to look over the drawings of a new Gothic church, and asked the young architect 
what weight the columns had to carry. He said he did not know, and when asked how he 
knew they would stand, he said he had been brought up in the office of a distinguished architect, 
who had a bigger church built with columns of the same stone and the same size. There was 
also a vaulted ambulatory round the chancel, and flying buttresses. I asked him what the 
thrust of these vaults was. He said that they had no thrust. “ Why, then, did you put 
flying buttresses ?”’ ‘ Because they make a picturesque feature,” was the reply. 
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REPORT OF THE COUNCIL FOR THE OFFICIAL YEAR 1905-1906. 
Approved and adopted by the Annual General Meeting, Monday, 7th May 1906. 


INCE the publication of the last Annual Report the Council have held 21 meetings, of 
which the Council elected in June last have held 18. The following Committees 
K appointed by the Council have met and reported to the Council on matters referred 
to them :—Registration, Competitions, Prizes and Studentships, Finance, Sessional Papers, 
Professional Questions, London Building Acts Amendment, Premises, Plumbers and Venti- 
lating Engineers, Milan Exhibition, Fellowship Drawings, London County Hall. 
| The losses by death have been as follows :—Fellows: William Gibbs Bartleet, 


\ eee Hyman Henry Collins, Colonel John Eaton, Charles Forster Hayward, Zephaniah 
; King, Thomas Edward Knightley, Henry George Luff, Robert Alexander Bryden, John Pollard 
Seddon, Alfred Waterhouse, James Weir, Joseph Wood. fetired Fellow: Charles Henry 
| Howell. Associates: William Goldsmith, Richard Groom, Charles Grayson Maylard, Hedley 
John Price, William Moss Settle, Robert Phillips Whellock. Hon. Corr. Members: Charles 
i Lucas, Conte Giuseppe Sacconi. 


Obituary notices of some of the above have appeared in the JournaL. 
The Royal Gold Medal was awarded last year to Sir Aston Webb, R.A., in recogni- 
tion of his distinguished merits as an Architect. The presentation took place on 
19th June. 

It has been decided to award the Medal this year to Sir Lawrence Alma- 
Tadema, O.M., R.A. [H.F.], in recognition of his services to Architecture. His Majesty the 
King has signified his approval of the nomination. 


Royal Gold 
Medal. 


The following tabular statement shows the present subscribing membership of 


' : 
fembershiP- the.Institute, compared with that at the two preceding quinquennial periods : 
Year Fellows Associates Hon. Associates Total 
1897 602 986 55 1,643 
1901 621 1,028 46 1,695 
1906 749 1,177 16 1,972 


During the official year since the last Annual General Meeting 91 Fellows have been elected, 
66 Associates, and 3 Honorary Associates. 
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The Progressive Examinations were held in June and November 1905. The Pre- 

Examina- liminary was held in London, Belfast, Birmingham, Bristol, Cardiff, Glasgow, 
tions. = _ e ° e 

Leeds, Manchester, and Neweastle-on-Tyne ; the Intermediate in London, Bristol, 


Glasgow, Leeds, Manchester, and Newcastle-on-Tyne. The Council desire to record their 
thanks for the valuable services rendered by the Hon. Secretaries and Examination Committees 
of the various Allied Societies. The Final and Special Examinations were held in London, 
and Special Examinations for Colonial candidates were held in Durban and Sydney, when 


two Candidates were examined and passed. The results are shown in the following tabulated 


form : 
Exempte Examined Passed Relegated Total 
PRELIMI EXAMINATION 110 355 245 110 465 
INTERMEDIATE EXAMINATION 2 288 153 135 290 
FinaL AND SPECIAL EXAMINATIONS . : - 171 66 98 171 


The total number of candidates was 926. The number of Probationers now stands at 2,507 
and of Students at The Council again have occasion to regret that so large a number 
of Students remain on the list without proceeding to the Final Examination. 

The authority given to the Institute of Architects of New South Wales, to exempt 
properly qualified candidates from the Preliminary Examination of the Royal Institute, has 
been extended to the Royal Victorian Institute of Architects. 

At the first Intermediate Examination held out of the United Kingdom in November 1904, 
in Sydney, three candidates were examined, of whom two passed. 

The Ashpitel Prize was awarded to John Hatton Markham [4.], who passed the Final 
Examination in June 1905. A Special Prize of books, to the value of £10, was awarded to 
Albert Robert Myers [A.|, of Edinburgh, a Candidate at the November Special Examination, 
who obtained the highest number of marks at the Examinations held during the year. 

The Special Examination for Colonial candidates will be held this year in Toronto and 
Melbourne. 

The Council desire to thank the Board of Examiners for the continuance of their invalu- 


‘ 


Q 
vil. 


able services. 

The Statutory Examinations, qualifying for Candidature as District Surveyor in London, 

and for Candidature as Building Surveyor under Local Authorities, were held in London in 
October. Certificates of competency to act as District Surveyors in London have been granted 
to Albert Anthony Fillary, Edgar Walsh Knight, Edwin Palser, Harry Tom Boden Spencer [ /.], 
and Alexander Lionel Woodward ; and a Certificate of Competency to act as Building Surveyor 
under Local Authorities, to William John Stainton. 
The Deed of Award of the various Prizes and Studentships was presented to 
the Institute at the General Meeting on the 22nd January. At the distribution 
of Prizes on the 5th February Mr. John W. Simpson [F’.] read a criticism of the 
work submitted, and the President delivered his Address to Students. An exhibition of the 
drawings was held from the 25th January to the 8rd February in the Gallery of the Alpine 
Club, and was visited by 1,080 persons. A selection from the Prize Drawings is now 
being sent the round of the Allied Societies. 


Prizes and 
Studentships. 


Annual The Annual Dinner was held on Friday, the 13th October, in Newcastle, and 
Dinner and was well attended. The thanks of the Institute are due to the President and 
Functions. members of the Northern Architectural Association for the excellent programme 


they arranged, and for their most kind hospitality. A Reception by the Mayor of New- 
castle on the evening of Thursday, the 12th October, a steamboat excursion down the Tyne, 
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a luncheon given by the Northern Association, visits to places of interest in Newcastle, the 
Annual Dinner itself on Friday the 13th, and simultaneous excursions to Hexham and 
Durham on Saturday the 14th, were the main features of a most interesting and enjoyable visit. 

This year the Annual Dinner will be replaced by the Farewell Banquet of the Seventh 
International Congress, on Saturday, 21st July. 

The President has very kindly continued his much appreciated “At Homes” at the 
Institute. The first took place on the 7th July, the Exhibition being one of the Painters’ 
Art as applied to the decoration of interiors ; the second on the 15th January, when working 
drawings of recent buildings erected by eminent architects were exhibited. 

At a General Meeting held on the 8th January the Council were instructed to enter 
onan into negotiations concerning a site for new Institute premises, and to report toa 
General Meeting. The Council therefore continued negotiations begun by the 

President concerning the purchase of the freehold garden site between Nos. 11 and 13 Port- 
land Place. Owing, however, to the impossibility of settling questions of ancient lights in 
a satisfactory manner, the Council have been obliged reluctantly to abandon the project. 

The London “4% Mentioned in the last Annual Report, the London County Council abandoned 
Building Act. their Bill for Amending the Building Act with the exception of the clauses 
relating to the Prevention of Fire, which they submitted as a separate Amendment Bill. 
This was opposed by the Institute, which was represented by counsel, Mr. Pembroke Stephens, 
K.C., and Mr. H. Courthope-Munroe. The Bill, as amended, ultimately passed as the London 
Building Acts (Amendment) Act, 1905. 

With regard to the heavy expenditure in connection with this matter, the Council have 
passed a resolution to the effect that in view of the large outlay incurred in opposing a Bill 

Parliament grave consideration should be exercised before again embarking on such an 
undertaking. 

icin The Building Act Committee of the London County Council having brought 

District forward certain proposals with regard to the status of District Surveyors, par- 

Surveyors: ticularly one providing that District Surveyors should receive a fixed salary instead 
of fees, the Council urged upon the London County Council the desirability of the Dis- 
trict Surveyors being practising architects. The Report of the Building Act Committee was 
referred back by the London County Council. 

New County Lhe Council, feeling it to be a matter of vital importance that the County Hall 

a which the London County Council propose to erect on the south side of the 
Thames, at a cost of £1,000,000, should be a building worthy of the greatest 
city in the world, addressed, last July, a letter to the London County Council, in which they 
offered the assistance of the Institute in their efforts to secure a design for such a building. 
The Establishment Committee of the London County Council having intimated their desire 
to receive the suggestions of the Institute, the Council, after obtaining the report of a special 
Committee on the subject, have advised them to institute a combined open and invited 
competition, to be judged by a jury of Assessors. 

The recommendations made in the Report of the Royal Commission on London 
Trattic led the Council again to approach the London County Council with a view 
to the remodelling of the line of frontage on the north side of the Strand between 
the churches of St. Mary-le-Strand and St. Clement Danes. The London County Council 
again declined to reconsider their determination; but subsequently, owing to a renewed 


Strand 
Improvement. 


wgitation in the Press and elsewhere, the Council once more laid their views on the subject 
before the London County Council. 
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L.c.c. By- With reference to the new London County Council By-laws as to drains, the 
rota Council much regret that that authority have declined to accept the suggestions 
Drains. made by the Council of the Institute for modification of the stringent require- 
ments as to drawings to be supplied. 
ni The Board of Architectural Education, in pursuance of their scheme, have 
Architectural appointed members to visit the various Schools of Architecture and report on their 
Education. working. Such reports have been made with reference to the Architectural 
Schools of Liverpool University, University College, London, King’s College, London, and 
the Architectural Association Day School; and the Board propose in due course to grant their 
Certificates, under certain conditions, to students who have satisfactorily completed the various 
courses conducted by those bodies. 
The Board have had under consideration a proposal from the University of Liverpool for 
conferring degrees in Architecture, and have made certxin recommendations thereon. 
The Registration Committee, as existing at the time of the issue of the last Annual 
Report, drafted a Bill and issued a Report, which have both been printed in the 
Journat. The Registration Committee, as constituted after the elections in June last year, 
appointed a Sub-Committee “to take evidence for and against the principle of Registration, 
and to suggest the course of procedure to be adopted at the General Meeting, when the 
present scheme of Registration comes up for discussion.” The Sub-Committee sat almost 
weekly for the purpose set forth in the reference, and took the evidence of twenty-four 
witnesses from London and the provinces. The Registration Committee, after having all the 
evidence before them, submitted a Report to the General Body at a Special General Meeting 
held on Tuesday, 8rd April, and the Resolutions then proposed were adopted unanimously. 

At the request of the Science Standing Committee, the Council issued invitations 
pkonolinscl to various bodies to appoint representatives on a Joint Committee to draw up 
Reinforced yyles for the guidance of architects in the use of reinforced concrete. The 
Concrete. ? p a 

Committee has been constituted as follows:—Chairman: Sir Henry Tanner. 

Representing the R.I.B.A.: Messrs. T. Walmisley, William Dunn, Max Clarke, H. D. Searles 
Wood, Hon. Secretary to Committee. District Surveyors’ Association: Messrs. T. H. 
Watson, E. Dru Drury. Institute of Builders : Messrs. Benjamin I. Greenwood, Frank May. 
Incorporated Association of Municipal and County Engineers: Messrs. A. E. Collins, 
J. W. Cockrill. War Office: Colonel C. B. Mayne, Major E. M. Paul, R.E. Other Members: 
Professor W. C. Unwin, Charles F. Marsh. 
As the Fellowship will be closed after the end of 1906 to all candidates who are 
not already Associates or have passed the examinations qualifying for Associateship, 
the Council, in compliance with the instructions of the General Body of the Institute given 
at the Business Meeting of the 29th February 1904, sent a Circular Letter to the Allied 
Societies, in which ihey suggested that architects of high standing in the various provinces 
who were not members of the Institute should be approached with a view to their joining. A 
great number of candidates both from london and the provinces came forward, and those 
whom the Council found eligible from their work and position were nominated for member- 
ship. Twenty-eight candidates were nominated for election at the Business Meeting of the 
5th March, of whom six were Associates. A poll was demanded by private members of the 
Institute, and resulted in the rejection of the twenty-two non-Associate candidates. As most of 
these non-elected candidates are by their age and position precluded from sitting for an 
examination, they are thus debarred from membership. The Council cannot but regard such a 
result as unjust to candidates and most detrimental to the interests of the Institute. 

At the General Meeting of the 5th March, when the result of the poll was declared, a 


Registration. 


Fellowship. 
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resolution was passed appointing a Commitiee of the Institute to consider the form of voting- 
papers, the method of election of Fellows, and other matters connected therewith, including any 
revision of the By-laws on the subject if necessary, and to report to a General Meeting as 
soon as possible. 
Sir Aston Webb, R.A., has been appointed to represent the Institute on the Court 
fo gl of Sheffield University. Sir William Emerson has been reappointed for a further 
term of three years to represent the Institute on the Court of the Liverpool 
University. 

Messrs. Keith D. Young and Arthur Ashbridge were the Institute Delegates to the 
Congress of the Royal Institute of Public Health held in July last year. 

Messrs. W. D. Carde and W. H. Atkin Berry were the Institute Delegates to the 
Conference on Smoke Abatement held last year. 

Messrs. T. W. Cutler and G. H. Oatley have consented to represent the Institute at the 
Royal Sanitary Congress to be held in Bristol in July. 

It has been decided that one of the Vice-Presidents of the Institute shall be ex officio a 
member of the Council of the Architects’ Benevolent Society. 

Sir Aston Webb having retired from the competition for the Carnegie Foundation, ‘ The 
Palace of Peace,” at the Hague, Mr. H. 'T. Hare has been invited by the Hague Committee to 
represent Great Britain in his stead. The President is the other british representative. 

A sum of £778. 19s. 10d., bequeathed to the Institute for charitable purposes on 
the death of a Miss Moore, who was to enjoy the income during her life, has now 
come into the possession of the Institute. 

Since the issue of the last Annual Report the Council have made the following 
grants : 

The Cretan Exploration Fund, 25 guineas. 

The Artists’ Benevolent Fund, 20 guineas. 

The Edinburgh Architectural Association, towards the funds of the Exhibition of 
Mr. Goodyear’s Architectural Refinements, 10 guineas. 

Architects’ Benevolent Society, 20 guineas. 

British School at Athens, 20 guineas. 

Architectural Association, £100. 

Royal Architectural Museum, 20 guineas. 

tii The Council have the pleasure to inform members that satisfactory progress is 


International being made in the organisation of the Congress. The total membership up to 
Congress. 


Donations, 
Bequests, &c. 


Grants. 


date, only counting those from whom subscriptions have been received, is 672, of 
whom 188 are ladies. As it is yet nearly three months before the Congress, the Executive Com- 
mittee regard this as a sign that the movement will be largely supported. The Council, 
however, would urge members who have not yet joined, but intend to do so, to send their 
donations or subscriptions at once, as the work of organisation is enormously facilitated by a 
knowledge of probable numbers. The general outline of the proceedings has been issued to 
members in the form of a Cireular Letter, and has been published in the JournaL. Over 
20,000 of these circulars have been sent to architects at home and abroad. The response 
from foreign countries is most encouraging. 

In addition to the grant of £500 mentioned in last year’s Report, the Council have 
decided to give an Invitation Garden Party to the Congress at the Royal Botanic Society's 
Gardens. 

The Society of Architects has generously made a donation of £100 to the Congress funds, 
and the Architectural Association one of 25 guineas. 
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‘he Council venture to express the hope that all members of the Institute will join the 
Congress, even though they may not be able to be present, and thus enable the Executive 
Committee to carry through their task in a manner befitting the dignity of our country and 


our national art of architecture. 


The following have been the President’s appointments to Assessorships during 


Competitions. See 
the official year : 


ee Library 


Mr. Philip C. Thicknesse. 





Bangoi iy 

Bristol Church Mr. W. J. Tapper. 
Cheshunt Library Mr. James S. Gibson. 
Greenwich Library Mr. A. W. S. Cross. 
Hackney Library Mr. John W. Simpson. 
Handswort} Church Mr. W. J. ‘Tapper. 
Hasting ; Hospital Mr. Edwin T. Hall. 
Johannesbui Technical Institute Mr, Thomas FE. Colleutt. 
Lytham Schools. Professor Beresford Pite. 
Newquay Church . Sir Charles Nicholson. 
Perth . City Hall Mr. John J. Burnet, A.R.S.A. 
Plymouth Schools. ; Mr. H. Dare Bryan. 
Rocheste Technical Institute : é Mr. Frank T. Baggallay. 
St. Marylebone Western Ophthalmic Hospital Mr. Edwin T. Hall. 
Stockport . Schools 3 ‘ ; Mr. Leonard Stokes. 
Stowmarket School Mr. Maurice B. Adams. 


Copies of the ‘* Regulations * have been sent to promoters of the following competitions, 
together with letters requesting that a copy of the conditions should be sent for the Institute 
Library. In cases where the conditions have been unsatisfactory, letters urging modifications 
have been sent to the promoters. 

Johannesburg: Technical Institute. 





Bango Museum and Library. 

Bangor: Free Library London : New County Hall. 

Birmingham : Municipal Buildings Extension. Luton: Secondary School and Technical Institute. 
Black Chapel Lytham : Schools. 

Bi ton: Shelter and Concert Hall. Newquay : Church. 

( Branch Libraries. Norwich: Shire House Extension. 

Cay m: Libra Ossett: Schools. 

Cheshunt: Librai Plymouth: Schools. 

Clifton Dartmouth Hardness: Municipal Offices Reddish, Lanes: Public Baths, «ce. 

Coventry: Municipal Buildings. Ripon: Hydro. 

Darwen: Free Library St. Andrews: Infectious Diseases Hospital. 
Deptford: Mortuary and Coroner’s Court. St. Marylebone: Western Ophthalmic Hospital. 
Derby: Schools Southwark: Library. 

Greenock : Schoo Swadlingcote: Library. 

Greenwich: Branch Library. West Bromwich: Library. 

Hackney: Publie Library. Westcliff: Church. 

Hastings: Hospital Wigan: Elementary and Secondary Schools. 
Hove: Library. Worcester: Schools. 


At a Business Meeting held on the 15th May last year the old ‘ Suggestions ” were 
revised. and ordered to be issued under the title of ‘* Regulations for the Conduct of Archi- 
tectural Competitions.” 

In presenting the statement of income and expenditure, the Council regret that 
Finance. the balance to the good is not as large as it has been of recent years. A glance, 
however, at the extraordinary expenditure of £785 5s. 8d. in connection with the Institute's 
opposition to the London Building Acts (Amendment) Bill, 1905, and of £318. 13s. 6d. in con- 
nection with the drafting of the Architects’ Enrolment Bill, will show that this diminution is 
due to abnormal circumstances, and not to any lack of financial prosperity. On the contrary, 
the Council regard it as a proof of prosperity that the Institute has been able to meet these 
enormous charges and still show an excess of income over expenditure. As a natural conse- 
quence, however, there has been no addition to the amount of the invested capital of the 
Institute, which still remains, as at the time of issue of the last Annual Report, at £18,000. 

The Statement of Income and Expenditure and the Balance Sheet for the year ending 

31st December 1905 and the Estimate of Income and Expenditure for the current year are 


appended to this Report. 





_ 


-— 
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REPORT OF THE ART STANDING COMMITTEE. 


At the first meeting of the Committee Mr. J. Macvicar Anderson was elected Chairman, 
Mr. George Sherrin Vice-Chairman, and Messrs. W. D. Carde and James 8S. Gibson 
Hon. Secretaries. 

During the Session the Committee held four meetings, and have had under considera- 
tion the following subjects : 

New County Hall for the London County Council. 
Clock Tower, St. George’s Circus. 

Wood Pediments and Dome, Somerset House. 
Strand Improvement Scheme. 

Restoration of Nottingham Castle. 

Charing Cross Station Roof. 

Location of Peace Palace. 

The erection of a new County Hall by the London County Council was regarded by the 
Committee as a favourable opportunity to endeavour to secure the best architectural talent of 
the country being employed upon its design, and the Committee recommended the Institute 
Council to suggest to the London County Council the desirability of securing this result, and 
offering to assist them in any steps which they might take to obtain it. 

The removal of the Obelisk standing at St. George’s Circus, $.E., and the substitution of 
a Clock Tower was considered by the Committee a very undesirable proceeding ; but the matter 
was brought before the Art Committee at too late a date for any effective steps to be taken to 
retain the Obelisk. 

Since the date of the former correspondence with H.M. Office of Works with respect to the 
wood dome and pediments of Somerset House, and the suggestion of the Committee that these 
should be carried out in stone so as to give them a permanent character, the Committee have 
to report that a further communication has been received from H.M. Office of Works that it 
was undesirable at the present time, on the score of cost, to ask Parliament to sanction such a 
large expenditure as this would entail, and the Committee, in acknowledging the letter, ex- 
pressed the hope that it might be possible to effect this improvement in the future. 

The line of frontage on the north side of the Strand between St. Clement Danes and St. 
Mary-le-Strand Churches was again considered by the Committee, and the Council of the 
Institute were asked to make a representation to the London County Council that it was 
desirable to set back the eastern end of this frontage so as to obtain a wider street at that end, 
and secure a better view of St. Clement Danes Church than would be obtained by the proposals 
of the County Council ; more especially as the Royal Commission on Traffic has also made re- 
commendations dealing with the widths of streets in the central parts of London, which recom- 
mendations are similar to those of this Committee. The Committee referred to this matter in 
last year’s report. 

The matter of the Restoration of Nottingham Castle was very carefully considered, and 
representations have been made to the Town Council of Nottingham, that if any works are 
necessary to be done to this structure, they should be carried out under the supervision of an 
architect experienced in dealing with historical buildings, and who might safely be trusted to 
preserve their best features. The Town Clerk of Nottingham has replied that if any works are 
to be done a competent architect will be consulted. 

The proposals of the engineers dealing with the Charing Cross Station Roof were very 
courteously laid by them before the Committee, and Mr. Flockhart kindly undertook to make 
some sketch suggestions dealing with the ends of the side walls, which it was considered 
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very desirable should be treated in an architectural manner, and also the wind screen, formed 
of steel and glass, suggested between these end walls at the Embankment end. These sugges- 
tions have been forwarded to the engineers, with a strong recommendation of the Committee 
that if possible the Railway Company should adopt them, and a Conference has taken place 
between Sir Benjamin Baker, K.C.B., and Mr. Tempest on behalf of the Company and the 
Art Committee. 


REPORT OF THE LITERATURE STANDING COMMITTEE. 

Since the election of the present Committee in June 1905 the Literature Committee have 
held six meetings. 

At the first meeting Mr. R. Phen’ Spiers was reappointed Chairman, Mr. Paul 
Waterhouse Vice-Chairman, and Messrs. Leslie Waterhouse and A. Maryon Watson Hon. 
Secretaries. 

The Committee, having had referred to them “ the matter of revising the Lists of Books 
recommended to Probationers and Students in the R.I.B.A. KaLtenpar with a view to making 
suggestions thereon to the Board of Examiners,” have appointed a small sub-committee 
whose recommendations have been considered on several occasions, and the Committee hope 
shortly to be in a position to make useful suggestions to the Board of Examiners. 

The Committee desire again to acknowledge their indebtedness to the authors of the 
various reviews and articles written for the Journan and to the publishers who have contri- 
buted many interesting works to the Library during the year. 

The Loan Collection has been extended by the purchase of further works in duplicate : 
these increased facilities continue to be much appreciated by the students who use the 
Library. 

The Librarian reports to the Committee as follows: 

During the twelve months ending on the 31st March of the present year 211 volumes and 382 
pamphlets have been added to the Library of the Royal Institute, exclusive of periodicals, reports, and 
Transactions of Societies, and parts of works issued in serial form. 

The number of works presented to the Reference Library was 63 volumes and 21 pamphlets. 

The works purchased comprise 116 volumes, out of which 64 volumes were added to the Loan 
Library. There were also 32 volumes presented to the Loan Library. 

The attendance of readers in the Reference Library numbered 5,521 (last year 5,577). 

The number of works issued on loan was 3,486 (last year 3,406). 

The number of books issued through the post was 121 (last year 98). 

The number of tickets issued for admission to the Library, other than to members of the Institute 
or to Students and Probationers, was 131. 

Donations of books or pamphlets have been received from Monsieur A. Foucher, Herr H. Muthesius, 
Herr A. W. Weissman, Mrs. Arthur Cates, Mr. Benjamin Ingelow, Mr. Arthur Crow, Mr. R. Phené 
Spiers, Mr. John Bilson, Mr. Robert Williams, Count Robert de Lasteyrie, and Mr. 1. T. Batsford. 

The late Mr. C. Forster Hayward bequeathed for the use of the Loan Library a number of volumes, 
which have been presented by his executors. 

Mr. Paul Waterhouse, Mr. H. H. Statham, and Mr. B. T. Batsford have presented original draw- 
ings by the late Alfred Waterhouse, A. Lippitsch, J. K. Colling, and R. J. Johnson. 

Mrs. Arthur Cates has made a donation of books to the “ Cates Collection.”’ 

Amongst the books presented or acquired during the year the following may be mentioned: 
Koldewey and Puchstein’s Die Griechischen Tempel in Unteritalien und Sicilien; Supino’s Arte 
Pisana; Poelaert’s Palais de Justice de Bruxelles; Allen’s Early Christian Monuments of Scotland ; 
Moroni and Biagetti’s Intagli in Legno del Coro della Chiesa di San Pietro in Perugia; Weissman’s 
De Gebakken Steen; Westlake’s History of Design in Mural Painting; Bond’s Gothie Architecture 
in England; Simpson’s History of Architecture (vol. i.); De Baudot and Perrault-Dabot’s Les 
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Cathédrales de France; Guedy’s Le Palais du Louvre; Hollar’s Castella et Pretoria Nobiliwm 
Brabantie ; Foucher’s L’ Art Gréco-Bouddhique du Gandhdara (vol. i.) ; Murray’s Designs from Greek 
Vases in the British Museum; Blomfield’s Studies in Architecture; and D’Espouy’s Lragments 
d’ Architecture Antique (vol. ii.). 

LIBRARY STATISTICS 1905-6. 








DAY ATTENDANCES. EVENING ATTENDANCES, 
DATE ae = = 
Members. Non-members. Total. Members. Non-members. Total. 
1905. 
April 110 190 300 13 143 186 301 
May 121 233 35 60 155 215 340 
June 109 191 300 62 93 155 465 
July 88 161 249 34 60 94 202 
August re ‘ Reference Library closed. Reference Library closed. l 
September . , ; ‘ 120 197 317 32 80 112 207 
October i ‘ : : 136 229 365 S4 167 251 379 
November . ‘ ; ; 120 183 303 81 174 955 363 
December . , ; , 114 170 284 11 125 166 277 
1906. 
January ‘ 129 178 307 72 172 244 322 
February ; ‘ ; ; 124 197 321 5d 148 203 348 
March . 123 210 333 67 140 207 390 
Toran . 1294 2139 3433 631 1457 2088 3486 





REPORT OF THE PRACTICE STANDING COMMITTEE. 


Nine meetings have been held since the last Annual Report, and three meetings of the 
Special Committee appointed to deal with the London Building Acts (Amendment) Bill 1905, 
all of which were well attended. 

The following officers were elected at the commencement of the Session:—Mr. A. H. 
Kersey, Chairman ; Mr. Ernest Flint, Vice-Chairman; Mr. E. Greenop, Hon. Secretary. 

The City of London Escape from Fire Bill.—The consideration of this Draft Bill, 
referred by the Council to the Committee, was resumed after the date of the last Annual 
teport, and a List of Observations and Suggestions prepared and sent to the Secretary of the 
Institute, by whom it was forwarded to the City Remembrancer, who courteously acknow- 
ledged its receipt. The suggestions received full consideration by the Corporation Committee, 
but the Preamble of the Bill being found not proved by the House of Commons Committee, 
nothing further was done. 

The London Building Acts Amendment Bill 1905.—Three further meetings of the 
Special Committee, after the date of the last Annual Report, were held, and the Committee’s 
final Criticisms and Suggestions upon this Bill were draw up and submitted to the Council for 
forwarding to the London County Council. The Council of the Institute having decided to 
oppose the Bill in Parliament, the Chairman of the Special Committee, Mr. J. Douglass 
Mathews, attended at the House of Commons on behalf of the Institute. The London County 
Council having withdrawn the greater portion of the Bill, the remaining clauses, relating to 
lire Prevention only, were embodied in a new Bill and passed in a modified form, as stated 
in the Report of the Special Committee already made to the Council. 

The Institute Scale of Charges.—The Council referred to the Committee the Revision of 
the phraseology of the Institute Scale of Charges, particularly with regard to the question of 
the Ownership of Drawings. The Committee are still engaged in the consideration of this 
matter. 
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District Surveyors and the London County Council_—The recent proposals of the 
London County Council with regard to District Surveyors were brought to the notice of the 
Committee, and, as a result, the Committee recommended that the opinions of the Architects 
practising in London should be obtained with a view to memorialising the London County 
Council on the lines of a letter addressed to them by the District Surveyors. The Council of 
the Institute did not think it desirable to adopt this course, but expressed their willingness to 
address a letter to the London County Council to a similar effect, and a letter was accordingly 
written. 

Inquiries and references to the Committee upon points of Professional Etiquette, disputes 
under Building Contracts, charges for Architects’ services, and similar matters have con- 
siderably increased, and the time of the Committee has been much occupied with their con- 
sideration. With regard to those dealing with Architects’ charges, however, the Committee, 
with a view to limiting the interruption of their ordinary work, have asked the Council to 
consider the advisability of appointing a Special Committee to deal with such matters, to 
whom they could be referred as a Tribunal, under a Scale of Charges. 


REPORT OF THE SCIENCE STANDING COMMITTEE. 


The Science Committee have held seven meetings, with an average attendance of eleven, 
since the last Report was published. Mr. Lewis Solomon was appointed Chairman, Mr. Max 
Clarke Vice-Chairman, and Mr. H. D. Searles-Wood and Mr. Bernard Dicksee Hon. 
Secretaries. 

The Committee have drawn up a short description of the tests to be applied to Portland 
cement for insertion in specifications where only small quantities of cement are to be used. 
The inquiry into the present method of applying Dr. Angus Smith’s solution and other 
preparations for protecting iron has been carried on, and a series of experiments with iron 
drain pipes treated with different preparations is now being conducted. 

A Joint Committee, representing the Royal Institute of British Architects, the Royal 
Engineers, the Institute of Builders, the District Surveyors’ Association, the Association of 
Municipal Engineers, and several engineers, has been formed to draw up a series of suggestions 
for the use of reinforced concrete, as has been done in other countries, and the Committee are 
now collecting information. Some experiments have been made by Messrs. Cubitt on rein- 
forced concrete beams. Members of the Science Committee attended when the beams were 
in the process of formation ; the experiments are not yet completed. 

The Committee have reported on the Draft Specification for structural steel drawn up 
by the Standard Committee. The Committee have also been represented on the Standard 
Committee dealing with the subject of cast-iron pipes for heating and ventilating. The 
Committee have revised the list of books on science subjects recommended to Probationers and 
Students preparing for the Examinations. The Brickwork Tests Reports have been published, 
and the work forms a valuable book of reference. 


FINANCES. 


The accounts of Ordinary and Trust Funds for 1905, prepared by Messrs. Saffery, Sons, 
& Co., Chartered Accountants, and audited by Messrs. Sydney Perks [ F’.] and W. Arthur Webb 
[A.], the Hon. Auditors appointed at the Annual General Meeting of 1905, here follow : 
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Income and Expenditure Account of 


Dr, 


EXPENDITURE. 


To ORDINARY ExreNDITURE— 
Rent 
Gas and Electrie Lighting 
Coals 








Salaries ... mae - 
General Prin ing, Stationery, § 
Petty Expenses,,,............00 
Expenses of General Meeting 

Housekeeping 
Advertisements,.,........ 
Examination Expenses 
General Repairs 
Fire Insurance . 
Med: us and other Prizes 
ant to Library ............ 
ant to Are hitects’ Benevolent Society 
unt te International Cong TESS .. ae 
it to Royal Architectural Musenm ‘ 
ant. Gibbon v. Pease .......... aS 
int to Architectural Association. 
ant to Cretan Exploration Fund ; 
irant to Edinburgh Architectural 
ution... 
Grant to Britis 
The JoURNAL— 
Reporting .......... 
Printing and Bindi: 
lilustrations ......... 
Addressing, Postage, 
The KALENDAR —- 

















i School at Athens ., 





and Carriage 


II aticisins padnsnssnsincbavdiondcctonpaamniae 






£ 


Postage and Car 


Contributions to Allied Societies 
MISCELLANEOUS EX?ENSES— 


London Building Act Amendment Bill......... 


Registration Bill ee ee oe eee ae 
Legal and Accountants’ Chars a 
Honorarium to Staff 
Brickwork Tests 
Telephone ..... 
Miscellaneous 





Dinner ... 
Balance of Income over E xpenditure | sans 
Sarrery, Sons, & Co., 

Chartered Accountants. 


Examined with the vouchers and found to be correct. 


Dr. 
LIABILITIES. 


tion deversgeuentsansseee 
To Subscriptions for 
vance... ~ 
To Building Fund . 
‘o Charitable Fund 
To Travelling Fund 
To Accumulated Fund 
Surplus of liquid assets over Liabilities 
as per last Balance Sheet 2 
Add Entrance Fees received in 1905... 
Arrears for 1905 (as per contra) 





Less Arrears 1904, since re- 
ceived or cancelled,,,.., £191 5 0 
Furniture and Fittings 
bought 4637 





Add Balance of Income over Expenditure in 
1905 


SAFFERY, Sons, & Co., 
Chartered Accountants, 


Examined with the vouchers and found to be 
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30th March 1906, (Signed) 


W. ARTI 


Balance Sheet of Ordinary Funds, 31st December 1905. 














: 3y Cash at Bank 
s 1 By Jnvestments at cost 
Architectural Union Co,, 263 Shares 
2 0 Consols 24 per Cent. £2200 10s. ........ by 
Tasmanian Government 34 per Cent. 
1 0 Btack SUSOS. 8s. Ob. ....c0ss.csccccesessseseess 
3 3 Dominion of Canada 3 ‘per Cent, Regis 
t 9 GRO TN IBD a... cvcvccanesstevvivncosues 
t U0 — nsland Government 3 per Cent. Stock 
£1643. 9s, 
Great Western Railway 5 per Cent. Con- 
solidated Preference Stock £747 ......... 
London and North-Western Railway 4 per 
Cent.Consolidated Preference Stock £571 
Madras Railway 44 per Cent. Stock £1050 
Great Northern Railway 4 per Cent, Conso- 
lidated Perpetual Preference Stock £835 
Cape of Good Hope 3} per Cent. Stock 
£1526. 13s. 4d... ‘ 
By Building Fund— 
Indian Government 34 per Cent. 
Stock £1036. 0s, 2. 
By Debtors (Rents, Advertisements, &c.) 
y 2 By Subscriptions in Arrear 1904 ,,, 





Dit*o 1905 
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Dr. Balance Sheet 


To ASHPITEL PRIZE FunD:— 


Capital—20 Shares in the Architectural Union Com- 


pany, Limited, at £14 per Share 
Balance at credit of Revenue Account 
To DONALDSON TESTIMONIAL FUND :— 


Capital—£72 L, & N.-W.. Railway 4 per Cent. Consoli- 


dated Preference Stock 
Salance at credit of Revenue Account 
To GODWIN Bursary FUND: 





Capital—£1030 Caledonian Railway 4 per Cent. De- 


benture Stock 
Balance at credit of Revenue Acc ount,. 
To GRISSELL LEGACY FUND: 


Capital—£20, 0s, 8¢. B Annuity Great Indian Peninsula 


Railway : 
BRARY FUND: 
ance at credit of Revenue Account 
To OWEN JONES STUDENTSHIP FUND: 
Capital—£2128 Midland Railway 24 per 
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Consolidated Guaranteed Stock 
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Capital—£1070 L, & N,-W. Railway 4 per Cent. Con- 
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Balance at credit of Revenue Account 
To Anruur Cates LeGacy FUND :— 
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Balance at credit of Revenue Account 
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Capital —£698, 4s, New Zealand gaa Stock ... 


Capital £1024, 18s. ” Bd. Metropolitan Water 
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Capital—43 Shares in the Architectural Union Co, Ltd. 
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Balance at credit of Revenue Account. 


SAFFERY, SoNs, & Co., 
Chartered Accountants. 
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of Trust Funds, 31st December 1905. 
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The Council submit an Estimate of Income and Expenditure of Ordinary Funds for the 


year ending 31st December 1906, exclusive of Entrance 


and Final Examination Fees : 


Estimate of Income and Expenditure for Year ending 31st December 1906. 


EXPENDITURE. 
Rent, Lighting, and Warming............ 
Salaries ; 


General Printing, Stationery, Postages, and 


S.C CIIES 
General Meetings, Exhibition 
Housekeeping 
Advertisements 
Examination Expenses 
General Repairs 
Fire Insurance s 
Medals and other Prizes 
Grant to Library 
Grant to Congress 








Petty 


Other Grants (A.A., A.BS., and British Sch. Rome) 


JOURNAL 
KALENDAR,, = 
Contributions to Allied Societies 
Miscellaneous 
Registration ...., 
Legal and Accountants’ Jharges 
Garden Party 
Miscellaneous 


Balance 





_ 150 


low 
150 


f 100 


£ 
1100 
1790 


675 
325 
175 

60 
475 
100 

35 
215 
150 
250 
165 


. 1350 


2 
230 


350 





INCOME. 
Subscriptions and Arrears ..,............:se-cccccrecssesscscercesseees 
Dividends on Stocks and Shares and Interest on De posit 
Account . as a 
Sale of Publications (other ‘than JounNaL and KALENDAR) 


JOURNAL and KALENDAR— SS -&} & 
Sales .., Daeivenenbinbaseipissles elie . 120 0 0 
At ivertise me nts oi he AE Ne i, oe © © 


Use of Rooms 

Examination Fees 
DCALULOTY.. .......cccccerccrseecccccersseesceseoecesees . 30 0 (0 
Preliminary 800 0 0 
Intermediate ........ aad ae ane 645 0 0 
Special and Final (forfe ited) . s leaieaiio 275 0 0 
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AUDITORS’ REPORT FOR 1905. 


We have carefully examined the accounts of Expenditure and Income for the year 1905, 
and have much pleasure in reporting that we consider the books of the Institute have been 
well and accurately kept. 

Reference to the Estimate published in last year’s Annual Report will show several 
satisfactory features. A saving has been effected in the items of Lighting and Warming, 
General Printing and Advertisements, and an increased amount has been received for sub- 
scriptions, examination fees, and sale of publications. With reference to the income from 
Advertisements, we are glad to note that the sum in future will be brought up to at least 
£1,000 per annum. 

The Receipts amounted to £100 more than estimated. The balance to the credit of 
Revenue would have been nearly £1,300 had not an excess of expenditure been incurred in 
connection with the London Building Acts Amendment Bill and the proposed Registration 
Bill. We are of opinion that the charges in connection with the former Bill are excessive, 
and trust the Council will remember the amount of the account when appointing a Parlia- 
mentary Agent to oppose any future Bill. 

It is to be regretted that only three competitors entered for such a valuable prize as the 
Owen Jones Studentship of £100, and only two competitors for the Arthur Cates Prize of 
40 guineas. 

The number of the Hon. Associates remains practically stationary, and we are of opinion 
that there should be no entrance fee, and that the subscription should be reduced to the 
nominal sum of one guinea to cover the necessary annual expenses. The result, in our 
opinion, would be a material addition to the number of members of this class. 

We note that the state of the finances is most satisfactory, and were surprised to find 
that the remuneration of the senior officials is not higher, particularly in view of the salaries 
paid by other learned societies. This subject was included in the Report of the Auditors last 
year, and the recommendation was most favourably received by the members at the Annual 
Meeting. 

SypDNEY PeERks, ] ; 
March 1906. W. Arruurn Webs, Hon. Auditors. 


DISCUSSION OF THE ANNUAL REPORT. 
Sir Jonn Tayntor, K.C.B., Vice-President, in the Chair. 


Tue Cuatrman having formally presented the Annual them too easy, he did feel that not sutlicient time was 


Keport to the Meeting and moved its adoption, the Motion — given in the Examination Hall for many of the papers set 
was seconded by Mr. Joun Siarer [F.]. before the candidates. As a Moderator at the examina- 

Mr. Wiii1am Woopwarp [F.), rising to offer a few tions of the Surveyors’ Institution, he knew the effect 
observations on the Report, said that members would time had on the candidates. Excellent, clever students 
all agree as to the excellent progress the Institute were always looking at the clock or their watches to see 
had made with regard to the accession of Fellows and whether they could get through their work in the time 
Associates: 91 Fellows and 66 Associates were by no allotted. If a little more time were given for the working 
means an unimportant addition to the roll of members. of the papers it would be conducive to the interests of 
With regard to the Council’s expression of regret that so the Institute, and also to the candidates. With reference 
large a number of Students remained on the list without — to the drawings submitted for the Prizes and Studentships, 
proceeding to the Final Examination, he had had the Mr. Woodward regretted that only eleven days were given foi 
opportunity of seeing many of the examination papers, the inspection of the drawings at the Alpine Club Galleries ; 


and he must say that, although he should be the last to «and he suggested that if that time could be extended it 
minimise the importance of the Examinations or to make —would‘afford many members an opportunity to see those 


—— 





ee ee 











DISCUSSION OF THE 


drawings, which he and many others he knew had been 
unfortunately obliged to miss. If the time could be 
extended to at least a fortnight, not only the older men, 
but the students also who desired to study the drawings, 
would have an opportunity of doing so. The reference to 
the abandonment of the scheme for acquiring a site for 
new Institute premises would not, he hoped, deter the 
Council from endeavouring to find an adequate site for 
premises. He himself had inspected the site referred to, 
and had remarked, as no doubt the Council had done, 
that it was surrounded by rights of light which might 
vive rise to difficulties. There must, however, be suit- 
wble sites available fur the Institute. He hoped the 
day was not far distant when the Royal Institute of 
British Architects would be able to say, as the Surveyors’ 
Institution were able to say, that they were housed in their 
own premises. He agreed with the observations in the 
Report with regard to the heavy expenditure in opposing 
the London County Council’s Bill in Parliament; but, of 
course, as they all knew, to oppose a Bill successfully was 
a costly business. Counsel did not work for nothing any 
more than architects did. Nevertheless £785 did seem a 
very large sum of money indeed to have expended on legal 
charges for the work. Referring to the paragraph as to the 
status of District Surveyors, where it was pointed out that 
the Building Act Committee of the London County 
Council had brought forward certain proposals, and that 
the Institute Council had suggested the desirability of 
the District Surveyors receiving a fixed salary, Mr. 
Woodward said that Lord Welby pointed out that there 
was not likely to be any saving financially. He (Mr. 
Woodward) ventured to say—and he hoped no misinter- 
pretation would be placed on his words—that there was 
no desire whatever on the part of the County Council 
to save money. The desire was to get the District 
Surveyors under their thumb. That was the secret of it. 
Their idea was that if they could get the District Sur- 
veyors as salaried officers, in a year or two they would 
be able to tell them that they must obey the dictates of 
Spring Gardens. He agreed with the Council that it 
was very desirable that District Surveyors should be 
practising architects. They all knew, for example, in 
the case of their lamented friend Mr. Woodthorpe, that he 
brought to bear on the questions submitted to him by builders 
and architects a knowledge of the difficulties of a practis- 
ing architect, and dealt with the architect in the business- 
like and helpful way to which Mr. Graham had referred. 
With reference to the new County Hall for London, there 
was some considerable ambiguity, to his mind, about the 
paragraph in the Report which stated that the Council had 
advised the Establishment Committee to institute a “ com- 
bined open and invited competition to be judged by a jury 
of assessors.” He contessed his ignorance as to what “ a 
combined open and invited competition ’’ was, but he trusted 
that the Institute, whatever they did with the proposed 
Hotel de Ville, would not nominate or suggest in any way 
whatever the names of members of the Institute who should 
take part in a limited competition for that work. The Hotel 
de Ville for London should be a perfectly open competi- 
tion to be taken part in by any British architect. He hoped 
that the Royal Institute of British Architects would do all 
that they could to secure an open competition, and that 
they would not further the idea of “a combined open and 
invited competition,” because the word “ invited ’’ meant, 
he assumed, that the London County Council should in- 
vite certain members of the Institute to send in designs ; 
and he hoped that would not be done. There was a refer- 
ence in the Report to the London County Council by-laws 
with respect to drains and the drawings to be supplied. 
very member would agree that these requirements were 
absolutely absurd. That an architect should have to waste 
his client’s money and his own time in giving elevations 
and sections to show water-closets and lavatories was, to 
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his mind, a most unwarrantable and uncalled-for imposi- 
tion upon ratepayers and building owners; and it was a 
troublesome matter to architects, for which they could not 
make an adequate charge if they had any conscience at all. 
With regard to recent elections to the Fellowship, attention 
was called to the fact that a poll had been demanded by 
private members, and had resulted in the rejection of 
twenty-two non-Associate candidates. The subject had 
already been discussed in that room. ‘There was another 
election in June, and he trusted that members would not 
this time enter into any cabal for excluding these parti- 
cular men. Every member who voted at the Institute 
had, of course, the right to blackball anyone he liked, but 
this was not a question of blackballing any specific 
member ; it was a question affecting the whole principle of 
admission, because the twenty two men rejected were all 
non- Associate candidates. A London man in being black- 
balled for the Institute, or any other body of the kind, did 
not feel it so much; but a provincial man would feel 
it very much indeed. He was in a more concentrated 
area; his friends and the public in his particular district 
would know he was up for election; and to have the 
fact spread abroad that he had been blackballed by the 
Institute would be most detrimental to him in his prac- 
tice, and must make him regret very much indeed that 
he had put himself up for nomination, as he had been 
invited to do by the Institute itself. Surely if members 
had sufticient contidence in the Council, and if the 
Council inquired, as they did, into the antecedents and as 
to the professional capacity of these men, they ought not 
to enter into these cabals to blackball them, as had been 
done on this occasion. He hoped the suggestion that was 
thrown out when the matter was discussed before, that 
the period for bringing to an end the present position 
should be extended to 1907, would be adopted, so that those 
men who had been blackballed only, he hoped, for the 
reason he had stated might have another chance of being 
admitted, which they would not have unless they deferred 
that period. He was very glad to see that the Institute 
had had £773 19s. 10d. bequeathed to it from a Miss 
Moore. How anyone could have thought to leave 
money to the Institute “for charitable purposes’ he 
did not know. The gift showed singular prescience on 
the part of Miss Moore, because the £773 19s. 10d. came 
to hand at the very time that they had expended £785 in 
opposing the London County Council’s Bill! That, without 
doubt, was a charitable object of the Institute—and 
the loss could be at once made good! With reference to 
the Congress the Report gave them the pleasing informa- 
tion that 188 ladies had agreed te take part in it. He did 
not know whether those ladies were professional ladies, but 
it was very satisfactory to hear that the Congress was to 
be so highly honoured. He could not help wondering, 
however, why the Council had decided to give a garden 
party tothe Congress. Ofall the inane, wretched festivities 
ever devised by human ingenuity a garden party or a 
conversazione was, to his mind, the worst. He hoped some 
other form of entertainment more conducive to the enjoy- 
ment of those it was intended for would be arranged. 
Coming to the Report of the Art Standing Committee, he 
had very little to say to that except in reference to the line 
of frontage to the Strand, where it was said that a better 
view of St. Clement Danes Church would be obtained. 
Although he might be accused of vandalism, he had looked 
at thet site very many times, and he could only say that 
he should like to see St. Clement Danes Church removed 
entirely. It contained nothing of archeological interest and 
very little of architectural interest; and if it were removed 
they would find it would open up a very fine vista which 
he was sure would compensate for the loss of the church. 
The action of the Institute Council with regard to Charing 
Cross Station was good. With regard to the Library he 
was very glad to find again the record of a full attendance 
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of readers. The number of r¢ aders in the reference library 
amounted to 5,521, and the number of works issued on 
loan to 3,486. That was avery satisfactory state of things. 
The Library statistics, too, showed excellent work. ‘They 
were all very glad to tind the Library frequented by such a 
large number of Students. The Practice Standing Com- 
mittee’s Report referred to the Institute’s scale of charges. 
That scale was revised some eight or ten years ago; but it 
was again time for it to be revised, because there were 
many ambiguous paragraphs in it. With the information 
obtained from the vy actions which had been brought 
since the last revision, they could improve that scale con- 
siderably. The Practice Committee’s Report concluded 
with the following p “With regard to questions 
dealing with arch the Committee, with a 
view to limiting the interruption of their ordinary work, 
have asked the Council to consider the advisability of 
appointing a Special Committee to deal with such matters 
to whom they could be referred as a tribunal under a 
scale of charges.” With that he thoroughly agreed. He 
thought that there w reat deal too much reference of 
this nature to public s such as the Royal Institute 
and the Surveyors’ Institution; many of these references 
ought to go to arbitrators and umpires, and be fought out 
at the expense of the litigants. While disputants could 
send to the Institute and get all the information they 
wanted, and have the cases settled without any payment, 
they would find the references always on 
the increase. If the Practice Committee’s suggestion were 
adopted a great dea good would result, because 
nobody would object to paying a small sum for referring 
the matter to a proper arbitrator. In the Science Standing 
Committee’s Report there was a reference to cement, which 
led him to make an observation about mortar which might 
be of interest to those who had not read the case. The 
London County Council brought an action with regard to 
mortar which rather turned upon whether in the propor- 
tions specified an architect was justified in expecting three 
of sand to one of slaked lime, or three of sand to one of 
unslaked lime; and as the difference was about 50 per 
cent. in bulk it was a matter of importance to architects 
in the future. He did not know whether architects as a 
rule did, but it had not been his practice to specify 
whether he meant, in saying ‘three to one,” slaked or 
unslaked lime. This case would make architects specify 
clearly what they did mean. In the Financial Statement 
there was reference to “ general repairs.’”’ He might 
mention that while the paper on Plaster-work was being 
he was looking up at the cupola in that 
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read a fortnight ago he 
room as a good instance of plaster-work, and he noticed 
that were broken. He would 
suggest that some of the money they were going to allo- 
cate to repairs should be utilised in the restoration of 
those rosettes. Coming to the Auditors’ Report, he re- 
membered years ago when he was Honorary Auditor to the 
Institute that objection was raised to the Auditors’ Report 
being read at the Annual Meeting, but that it ought to be 
read thereafter. He was glad to find matters altered, and 
that it was now the rule to print the Auditors’ Report and 
issue it to members with the Annual Report. This Audi- 
tors’ Report was very interesting reading. He noticed the 
saving that had been effected in the lighting and so on. 
A suggestion was made by the Auditors, which was open 
to the Meeting to observe upon—viz. that one guinea 
subscription, instead of two guineas, should be asked from 
Honorary Associates, to cover the necessary annual ex- 
pense. He thoroughly agreed that if the subscription were 
reduced to one guinea they would get a vast accession to 
the Honorary Associates, which would add considerably to 
the funds of the Institute, and involve very little extra 
work on the part of the staff. He hoped that suggestion 
would be considered by the Council. The final paragraph 
of the Auditors’ Report referred to the remuneration of 
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the senior ofticials. He remembered saying last year 
that he thought, from a considerable experience of the 
senior officials of the Institute, that they were deserving 
of some substantial addition to their salaries. Of 
course one must mention names. There were Mr. 
Locke, Mr. Taylor, Mr. Dircks, and Mr. Northover 
gentlemen who devoted the whole of their time and 
energies to the purposes of the Institute, but whose salaries 
compared very unfavourably with those received by 
ofticials of other public bodies. (There was, of 
one distinguished member of Parliament who said no man 
was ever worth more than £500 a year, but who now, as 
Cabinet Minister, did not hesitate to take his £2,000!) In 
his opinion they could well afford to give a substantial 
addition to the salaries of the gentlemen he had named. 
In conclusion, he could only say generally that he thought 
the progress of the Institute was good; that it was going 
on well, not only for the benefit of the body of Architects, 
but for the public generally; and he felt sure that if the 
Associates and Fellows would work as they had done 
during the last five years, the Institute would be, what it 
ought to be, the only thoroughly representative body of a 
very great profession. 

Mr. E. W. Hvupson [.] said Mr. Woodward had gone so 
thoroughly through the Report that very little was left for 
anyone else to say; but he thought the Institute was to be 
congratulated on its decision to award the Royal Gold 
Medal to that eminent painter Sir Lawrence Alma-Tadema. 
They all appreciated the honour he did them in so fre- 
quently attending their meetings, and recognised that 
among painters no greater man could have been chosen 
for such a distinction. The number of Probationers and 
Students was perhaps a matter for satisfaction. He did 
not wish to be considered a pessimist, but at the same time 
it was a matter of very serious consideration what these 
3,244 young gentlemen who were now coming into the 
profession would do, looking at the amount of competition 
there is, not only in this country, but also in the Colonies, 
where, he believed, the competition was almost as great as 
at home. That led him to endorse Mr. Woodward’s 
remarks with regard to the new County Hall for London. 
It was most desirable that it should be an open competi- 
tion in which all British architects should have the op- 
portunity of competing if possible. There were instances in 
foreign countries where these great competitions were thrown 
open—the one for California University, for instance, in 
which British architects competed. It would be a very 
great thing if in this case the competition could be thrown 
open, not to the whole world, but to all British architects. 
He was quite in accord with the action of the Council 
with regard to their further endeavours to get the frontage 
line set back at the east end of Aldwych. It could be 
accomplished, he thought, without any serious loss of 
ground rent, because that arm of Aldwych would be the 
least used of the two, and it would be quite possible to 
reduce the width very nearly as much as it was desirable 
to increase the width of the Strand, and open up what to 
his mind, although not very handsome, was an item in 
the history of architecture in London—viz. St. Clement 
Danes Church, which Mr. Woodward appreciated so little. 
Perhaps it had no particular archeological interest, but it 
stood on the site of the centre of the old Danish village ; 
it contained also, he believed, the pew in which Dr. 
Jobnson was wont to worship. He quite agreed with Mr. 
Woodward’s views as to the London County Council’s 
requirements in the matter of drains. There was a re- 
ference in the Report to the two delegates at the Con- 
ference on Smoke Abatement held last year. He did not 
know whether any account of the result of those proceedings 
would appear in the Journan, but this was one of the 
most important things that could occupy the attention 
of architects. He thought that they were very often 
great sinners in the matter of their flues, not only with 
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regard to its affecting the smoke nuisance, but also as it 
affected the sky-line. The horribly ugly contrivances of 
all kinds and shapes on chimney-stacks of some of our 
public buildings were quite an eyesore. The matter of flues 
was one which might be put to all young men to get 
practical acquaintance with —indeed, some of our older 
architects had something to learn in the matter. He con- 
vratulated the Institute on the bequest of the £773 odd, 
apparently left by some relative of Miss Moore, who had 
only enjoyed the income during her life. The Council had 
a very onerous work before them, and the officials also, in 
the matter of the coming Congress. He was sure it was the 
duty of every member of the Institute to help in the 
matter as far as he could, so that the Institute might have 
nothing to be ashamed of in receiving here, for the first 
time, architects from all parts of the world. It was the 
duty of members to prevent its being a failure, or to be 
anything but the greatest possible success. With regard 
to the Honorary Members, everyone now in England was 
irying to do what he could to increase the entente cordiale 
with France, and if the Institute could induce more of the 
leading French architects to become Honorary Correspond- 
ing Members, that would be one way of fostering the 
entente—and not only with France, but also with other 
countries. The Honorary Associates, he might point out, 
had the value of their subscriptions in the JournaL and 
postages, &e. He was also in accord with Mr. Woodward 
with regard to the question of salaries. He was sure 
the JovurnaL continued to be a credit to the Institute. It 
had received the praise of foreign members and eminent 
men in this country, who considered that the rapidity 
with which it was published, the matter it contained, and 
the illustrations made it the publication facile princeps ot 
the architectural societies of Europe. The Report on the 
whole he considered a most satisfactory one. 

Mr. Jonn Scarer [Ff] said that Mr. Woodward 
appeared to criticise the action of the Council in advising 
the London County Council to have a combined open and 
invited competition for the large hall they proposed to 
erect ; and he did not seem quite to understand what the 
phrase “ combined open and invited competition ’’ meant. 
It meant this, if there was a purely open competition, it was 
practically certain that some architects would not go in 
for it ; but if, combined with the public open competition 
allowing anyone to come in, an invitation to compete 
was issued to half a dozen architects, not necessarily 
members of the Institute, a very much better competition 
would result, because these invited architects who would 
not otherwise compete would be included. That was the 
Council’s sole reason for advising the London County 
Council to combine the two systems. With regard to Mr. 
Woodward's remarks as to the recent débdcle—he hardly 
knew how to describe it forcibly enough—on the occasion 
of the last election to the Fellowship, he cordially 
agreed with him; but unfortunately the Council had no 
power and no discretion in the matter. If after 
the publication of the names of candidates for Fellowship 
a certain number of members demand a poll, the Council 
had no option but to assent and take a poll of the General 
Body. It put the Institute to considerable expense, and 
it did a great deal more than that, because under the 
By-laws if a poll was demanded it was necessary that 
there should be a certain proportion of aflirmative votes 
to negatives in order that the candidates should be elected. 
It could easily be understood that if voting-papers went 
out all over the country, a large number of members 
would say that they knew nothing about the candidates, 
and would not vote at all, so that ifa poll was demanded 
the chances were almost ten to one that some of the 
candidates would be blackballed. No one felt more 
seriously than the Council the great responsibility which 
rested upon those who demanded a poll, on what he 
ventured to think were quite insufficient reasons. It had 
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been resolved in General Meeting of the Institute that up 
to the end of the present year the door was to be left open ; 
and it was decided that until then facilities should be 
given to architects, many of whom had been in practice 
for a considerable number of years and could not be 
expected to come up for the e€xamination—facilities were 
to be given to these men to join the Institute. He quite 
agreed with Mr. Woodward, after what had occurred, that 
it was very desirable that the time for closing the Fellow- 
ship should be extended to the end of next year in order 
that those who had suffered in the last poll should have 
another opportunity of entering. Whether a poll would 
be asked for and the same thing occur with regard to the 
election to take place next month he did not know, but he 
ventured to express the hope that those members who had 
practically lumped together in one body the people to be 
rejected —not only those who might have been only seven 
years in practice, but many older practitioners in the pro- 
fession who had been for 20 years and even 30 years 
in practice, and who now wished to become Fellows of 
the Institute—would think twice, thrice, and oftener 
before they put the Institute to the expense and the detri- 
ment caused by asking for a poll for the candidates who 
were tocome up for the election. With regard to the sum 
bequeathed to the Institute for “ charitable purposes,” he 
did not know that the * charitable purposes’ attaching to 
the bequest would necessarily prevent the Institute from 
apportioning some of the money to purposes which might 
perhaps rather widely cover that description. He did not 
agree with Mr. Woodward that a conversazione or a 
garden party was the most objectionable thing the 
Institute could arrange. He had found, and he was sure 
Mr. Woodward had also, the open-air convyersaziones at 
the Botanical Gardens most delightful; and given a fine 
summer evening he thought nothing would be more con- 
genial to the many foreign members of the Congress than 
to have such an evening at the Botanical Gardens. 
With regard to the report of the Practice Standing Com- 
mittee as to the Institute constituting a committee to deal 
with matters of architects’ charges, he agreed that if such 
a committee could be instituted with power to enforce its 
decisions, it would be a very great thing; but he was half 
afraid there would be no possibility of enforcing such a 
decision. There was, as members of the Institute were 
aware, a Committee of the Council on professional ques- 
tions which often had matters of this sort submitted to it, 
and that Committee always endeavoured to take a broad 
line and give their advice to the best of their judgment; 
but he was by no means sure that the institution of such 
a committee as proposed to deal with such matters would 
really meet the case, because he did not see how its 
decisions could be enforced. If they could get any sort of 
sanction for it, it would be a good thing; but whether they 
could or not was a matter of opinion. There was one 
remark in the Report of the Auditors he agreed with. He 
should like even to go further than they recommended. 
He referred to their suggestion that there should be no 
entrance fee for Honorary Associates, and that their sub- 
scription should be reduced to the nominal sum of one 
guinea. He could not help thinking that the Institute 
was now in a sufficiently powerful position financially to 
dispense with subscriptions from Honorary Associates. To 
become an Honorary Associate of the Institute was really 
an honour both to the man who was admitted to member- 
ship and to the Institute who admitted him, and personally 
he did not think they ought to ask Honorary Associates, 
many of whom were men of eminence in other walks of 
life than their own, to pay a subscription at all. He 
thought it would probably add to the dignity and weight 
and standing of the Institute if they elected Honorary 
Associates purely on an honorary footing. With regard to 
the remarks that had fallen from Mr. Woodward and Mr. 
Hudson as to the officials of the Institute, he cordially 
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concurred. He was quite sure that it would be impossible 
for any body to have a more hardworking and honourable 
set of officers than the Institute had; and although nothing 
had been specially said on that point, he should like to ask 
the Meeting to pas cordial vote of thanks to the 
Honorary Secretary, the Secretary, and all the members of 
the Staff for their excellent service and the hard work they 
had done for the Institute during the past year. No one 
who had not had experience on the Council could in the 
least tell what the work of the Institute was, and it would 
be, he thought, a pleasure to the officials to have that vote 
of thanks passed, and he had much pleasure in moving it. 

Mr. C. H. Bropre /’.) said he was glad Mr. Woodward 
had called attention to the paragraph referring to the 
large remaining on the Register with- 
out proceeding to the Final Examination. He (Mr. 
Brodie) had spoken on that matter a good many Annual 
Meetings ago. It deserved the most serious attention of 
the Council, and he had no doubt that it received that 
serious attention; but he understood that at the Sur- 
veyors’ Institution very particular care was taken to keep 
in touch with those men, and he ventured to suggest, if it 
was not already done, that they should adopt the lines 
followed in the Surveyors’ Institution. The paragraph 
following that mentioned an exemption from the Pre- 
liminary Examination, and although it was not mentioned 
in the Report he should like to say that he had been very 
pleased to read that a certain exemption had been granted 
to students who took the four years’ course at the Archi- 
tectural Association. That course must be of enormous 
use to young men, 1 it was exceedingly wise for the 
Institute With reference to the paragraph 
about the District Sm he quite agreed with the 
remarks that had previously been made in that room, and 
with the action of the Council; but there was a very 


serious matter which was not referred to, and which could 


student 


number of 
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veyors 





not be referred to in the Report; and that matter was 
this: he was given to understand, on quite reliable 
authority, that there were no fewer than eight District 


Surveyorships at a recent date unfilled; and with te 
death of their dear frie Woodthorpe there would be 
nine such vacancies. The County Council had appointed 
what they called temporary men to fill those places. He 
believed it was a fact that very few of those men held the 
certificate of the Institute, and therefore had no right 
whatever, except as a purely temporary expedient, to hold 
the position and execute the duties of District Surveyors. 
He believed the position to be absolutely illegal; and if the 
facts which had been stated to him were true, he felt that 








it was incumbent upon the Institute to point out to the 
London County Council in no uncertain terms that 
their action was against the well-being of architects and 
building owners throughout the County of London. 

Mr. Jonn Suater: And also against the law. 

Mr. Bropre, continuing: On the question of the in- 
creased widening of the Strand one read with great 
pleasure in that morning’s papers that the President of the 


Royal Academy referred to the matter at the R.A. dinnei 
on Saturday night; and he understood from his remarks 
that there was a deputation going from the Royal Academy 
to the London County Council. He hoped that if it was 
possibl for the Institute to second the efforts of the Royal 
Academy, and for the Royal Academy to second the efforts 
of the Institute, the two bodies would work in unison on 
that matter. The London County Council By-laws with 
respect to drains were bad to a degree; and how they 
ever got into the Regulations of the Council he could 
not conceive. He would say but a few words upon the 
action of certain members of the Institute with reference 
to the last election of Fellows. He had said what he had 
to say at the last Business Meeting ; and they knew that 
at that meeting a Committee was appointed, one of whose 
duties was to revise the voting-paper if that seemed 
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possible. That Committee, he believed, would lose no 
time in informing the Council of its decision. He merely 
mentioned the matter now so that the Council might 
expedite the matter; and if they could agree with the 
recommendations of that Committee that the voting-papers 
can and should be altered, the alteration should take place 
at once, before the issue of any voting-papers for the next 
election. There was no time to be lost in the matter. 
On the report of the Practice Committee, Mr. Woodward 
mentioned that the Institute Seale of Charges as pub- 
lished required to be altered. He was one of those asked 
to suggest alterations that should be made, and he went 
through the document with a view to suggesting altera 
tions, but he found it an exceedingly difficult job. It was 
exceedingly difficult to decide what were the best words 
to use. He was quite sure the Practice Standing Com- 
mittee, if Mr. Woodward could make those alterations as 
fluently and readily as he could talk, would receive his 
written communication with the greatest possible pleasure. 
With reference to the question of charging fees to the 
Honorary Associates, he thought if they were going to 
interfere with that matter at all it would be far wiser for 
the Institute to adopt Mr. Slater’s suggestion than to 
charge such a small subscription as a guinea; because a 
guinea obviously, he thought, would not pay for the 
Jocrnat which those gentlemen no doubt received, and 
the postage thereon. If they were going to make fresh 
regulations it would be far better to do the thing well 
and handsomely—to drop the subscription altogether, and 
make the position a purely honorary one. 

Mr. A. B. PLummer [F’.), Hon. Secretary ef the Northern 
Architectural Association, said that, as a provincial archi 
tect and Secretary of an Allied Society, he felt he would 
not be doing his duty that evening if he did not say a few 
words. He was one of those who had been very hardly 
hit by the last election—not personally, but as the Honorary 
Secretary of an Allied Society. He, in accordance with the 
wish of the Institute, had approached several of the leading 
architects in the North of England, men whom he believed 
would have been a credit to the Institute—men who were 
as good as, and many better than, any belonging to the 
Institute at the present time. He felt that the members 
by whose action those candidates were rejected from the 
Fellowship of the Institute had done the Institute a very 
great amount of injury. The question of the expense to 
the Institute was a very small one compared with the 
general injury that was done the Institute. Fortunately 
architects in the provinces did not blame the Council for 
what had oceurred ; and he believed many architects 
throughout the kingdom, had they known what was going 
to be the result of that election, would not have neglected 
to record their votes for the candidates. If the gentlemen 
responsible for the result had taken some reasonable 
course and blackballed men under a particular age —for 
example, men who had been only a few years in practice 
it would not have mattered; but they rejected men of 
standing, men who would have been a credit to the Insti- 
tute. He should like to say that, as an Hon. Secretary for 
one of the larger Associations in the kingdom, he knew 
perfectly well the enormous amount of work done in con- 
nection with an Allied Society by the officials of the 
Institute, and if they worked as hard in connection with 
all the Allied Societies, as he was sure they must do, the 
officials of the Institute were a credit to it. 

Mr. Max Crarke [F’.) said that as Mr. Slater’s proposi- 
tion had not been seconded, he would like most cordially 
to second it. On page 51 of the Report would be seen a 
small item “ Brickwork Tests £101. 3s. Od.” Very few in 
that room knew the amount of labour the production of 
that book necessitated to at any rate two of the members 
of the Institute Staff. He unfortunately had had a good deal 
to do with it; and if the work he had done and the trouble 
he had taken bore any relation to the amount of work 
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which two of the Staff had had to put into it, he thought 
Mr. Slater’s words were a very slight modicum of praise 
for the energy those gentlemen brought to bear on their 
work. Personally he was very much obliged to the 
Council for having published the book, for it would be 
useful, he thought, to both architects and engineers. Mr. 
Woodward covered so much ground annually in his re 
marks on the Report, that it was almost impossible to get 
in a word on a subject that he had not touched upon. 
With regard to the Congress, however, he would like 
to know whether the Council had estimated what it was 
soing to cost. He saw that there was a sum of £450 
down for the proposed garden party, but there was no 
reference to the other expenses of the Congress, which he 
thought would be enormous. He was afraid their esti- 
mated balance of £1,200 would be very largely drawn 
upon for the Congress. On the burning question of the 
election or rather non-election of candidates for the 
Fellowship, he would suggest to the Council that it 
might at any rate conduce to members’ knowing some- 
thing about the candidates if their age was stated in the 
voting paper. Members, as he had observed, were apathe 

tic. If they were not so, and if they followed the lead of the 
Council, the candidates admitted by the Council would be 
elected. He knew that many London members refrained 
from voting because they knew nothing about the candi- 
dates; consequently as they did not vote for them, the 
adverse votes counted in a higher ratio. He would like the 
Council seriously to consider whether it was not possible to 
insert the ages. A man who went into practice at one-and- 
twenty, and had completed his seven years when he was 
eight-and-twenty—he questioned very much whether that 
was the kind of man who should be admitted to the Fellow 

ship. The Associates ought to be given some credit. 
Those young men who were slaving away at the Associa- 
tion night after night were doing it for the purpose of 
passing the Institute Examination; and they deserved a 
certain amount of credit when they did pass it. They very 
naturally objected, too, that a young man of thirty should be 
admitted to the Institute Fellowship without passing any 
examination atall. If the age of the candidate were inserted 
in the voting-paper, no one, he thought, would think of 
blackballing a man fairly advanced in years and well 
known as a reputable architect, because they would under- 
stand that things had changed since he was a young man. 
With regard to the revision of the Scale of Charges, he 
considered it a most dangerous thing. If the Scale of 
Charges was so continually being revised it would lose its 
prestige and would cease to be regarded as the practice 
or custom. The wording might be revised, but certainly 
not the essence of the document. A man with any busi- 
ness capacity, and who was not afraid of his clients, would 
be able to make his own arrangements as to charges. It 
was only the people who did not care to make a detinite 
arrangement in the first place who fell back upon the 
Institute Scale of Charges and the Practice Committee and 
the Committee of the Council to find out, or try to find out, 
what they ought to charge, and whether they could get 
their fees from their clients without spending their money 
in a court of law. Those, he thought, were not the gentle 

men the Institute should waste its time on. 

The Cuatrman said he ought in the first place to put 
the motion, which had been proposed by Mr. Slater and 
seconded by Mr. Max Clarke, that the thanks of the Insti- 
tute be given to the whole of the officials on the Staff for 
the admirable manner their duties had been performed 
and for the amount of work they had got through. 

(The resolution was carried unanimously.) 

Mr. G. H. Fetnowes Prynve | F’.] asked leave to say a 
few words before the motion for the adoption of the Report 
was put. It had been quite delightful, he said, to hear 
Mr. Woodward go so thoroughly into the Report as he 





did. There were one or two of his remarks which 
ought to be especially enforced. The exhibition of the 
students’ drawings for so short a time was wholly 
inadequate. ‘The drawings this year, which he had the 
honour and privilege of examining most carefully, were 
of exceptional merit; and it did one an immense deal 
of good going through them. The excellence of the 
draughtsmanship and the studious care shown by the 
work were deserving of the highest possible praise. The 
exhibition was worthy of thorough study, not only by 
students, but by the profession generally. With regard to 
the new County Council building, Mr. Slater had already 
answered Mr. Woodward’s question. It would be remem 
bered that designs for the Council Hall had appeared in 
one of the daily illustrated papers. It was an extremely 
difficult question. As a humble member of the Council, 
he could assure members that they had gone most care- 
fully into the matter, and there was no sort of idea of 
appointing men solely from the Institute; their idea was 
that some of the best known men in the profession should 
be invited to take part in the competition. There was one 
matter that he wished to mention. As regards the vital 
question of registration which had been worrying them 
so long, he thought the present position of affairs was a 
matter of congratulation for the Institute. It had been a 
sort of skeleton’s head between them for many years. 
But they had at last come to some basis upon which both 
sides could shake hands and work together for the good of 
the architectural profession. It had been suggested that 
the ages of candidates should be put on the voting-papers ; 
every one of the Council felt very sore about the sad event 
which took place in the rejection of so many excellent 
men. He sympathised entirely with the last speaker in 
his view that the Associates might look twice at a 
young man before voting in his favour; but on the last 
balloting list there were so many well-known names of 
men who had done excellent work that it was a thousand 
pities that the chance of their entering the Institute as 
Fellows should be gone altogether. It was evident that 
they could not at their age, after twenty or thirty 
years’ practice, enter for the Associates’ examination. 
The idea of stating the age, he thought, might bé 
objected to by some. He thought perhaps the number of 
years in practice might be put. Surely if a man had 
been ten, fifteen, or twenty years in practice, that ought to 
be enough if the Council had passed his drawings and 
found his other qualifications satisfactory. As regards the 
sum left to the Institute for charitable purposes, he thought 
that, with the claims of the Architects’ Benevolent Society 
ever before them, it would not be very long before every 
penny of that sum would be needed. 

The Cuatmman, in formally putting the motion, said 
that between Mr. Slater and Mr. Prynne many of the points 
raised during the discussion had been cleared up. All the 
comments on the Report he thought bad been of an 
appreciative character, with one or two trifling exceptions. 
With regard to the result of the poll on the last occasion, 
when so many candidates for Fellowship were blackballed, 
the members who had spoken on that subject had the 
entire sympathy of the Council. The Council were 
anxious to do everything they could to prevent such a 
fiasco on a future occasion; but they were powerless to 
prevent it, and they must therefore fall back on the good 
sense of the voting members. As regards the £773. 19s. 10d. 
that was a bequest to the Institute. Miss Moore had had 
a life interest in the fund; she had just died, and the 
principal came into the possession of the interest. A good 
deal had been said about the Institute Scale of Charges. 
That, he thought, was a dangerous matter to interfere with, 
and should be only entered into after full consideration. 

The motion for the adoption of the Report was then put 
and carried unanimously. 
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CHRONICLE. 


The President. 

Members will be glad to learn that the President, 
Mr. John Belcher, A.R.A., has recovered from his 
long illness, and was able to preside at the Council 
Meeting last Monday afternoon. In answer to an 
inquiry at the Annual General Meeting in the 
evening, Mr. John Slater stated that the President 
had had most regretfully to give up the idea of 
taking the Chair at that meeting. The long sitting 
of the Council had fatigued him very much, and 
he felt that it would be wiser to go home. The 
President’s place at the meeting was taken by Sir 
John Taylor, K.C.B., Vice-President. 


Annual Elections: New Nominations. 


The “House List’’ of members nominated to 
the various offices on the Council and Standing 
Committees was issued to members on the 21st ult. 
The following further nominations have been 
received conformably with By-law 30, and the 
naimes appear on the voting-papers issued to 
members on the date of the present number of the 
JOURNAL :— 


\s Members oF CoUNCIn. 

ApAMs, Maurice BINGHAM: nominated by 
Wm. M. Fawcett, M.A., F.S.A., Rowland Plumbe, 
Professoi I", M. Sin pson, W. E. Riley, Cole A. 
Adams, E. Swinfen Harris, KE. M. Bruce- Vaughan, 


P. H; Tree, J.B. K. 

Murray, JoHN: nominated by Thomas Henry 
Watson, E. Guy Dawber, R. Phené Spiers, F.S.A., 
Geo. H. Fellowes Prynne, James 8. Gibson, And. 
N. Prentice, Sidney R. J. Smith, Fellows. 

Scott, WILLIAM GILLBEE: nominated by 
James S. Gibson, Alfred H. Hart, C. H. Brodie, 
Max Clarke, Fellows; C. E. Hutchinson, H. 
Hardwicke Langston, Harry W. Pye, Associates. 

TintTMAN, ALFRED HesseELL: nominated by 
Aitchison, R.A., Henry L. Florence, 
R. Phené Spiers, F’.S.A., Wm. Flockhart, Sir Henry 
Tanner, I.S.0., John Murray, C. Harston, Henry 
Hall, Sidney R. J. Smith, Alfred Conder, Lacy W. 


utts, Lellows. 


Professor 
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Ridge, Chas. Fitzroy Doll, Fred. W. Marks, Alex. 
R. Stenning, H. Perey Monckton, H. B. Garling, 
T. Taylor Scott, H. Phillips Fletcher, John Leeming, 
G. R. Crickmay, R. A. Briggs, Professor R. Elsey 
Smith, W. Hilton Nash, C. Lynam, M. J. Lansdell, 
Arthur Wells, Philip Henry Tree, Mel/ows ; Thos. 
M. Rickman, Walter Millard, Walter L. Spiers, 
J. And. Minty, Arthur R. Mayston, Associates. 


As AssociATe MEMBER oF CoUNCIL, 
Younc, Ernest ALEXANDER: nominated by 
T. Taylor Scott, W. A. Longmore, A. Saxon Snell, 
W. J. Burrows, Fedlows ; A. Basil Cottam, Thomas 
Gildart Mansell, Thomas C. Yates, Associates. 


As MEMBERS OF THE SCIENCE STANDING 
CoMMITTEE. 
Fellows. 

DicksErE, Bernarp JoHN: nominated by Sir 
John Taylor, K.C.B., Edward A. Gruning, John 
Slater, And. N. Prentice, Wm. H. Atkin Berry, 
C. Harrison Townsend, W. A. Forsyth, Alired 
W. 5S. Cross. 

SEARLES-Woop, Hersert DuncaAN : nominated 
by Alex. Graham, Sir John Taylor, K.C.B., John 
Slater, Wm. H. Atkin Berry, J. A. Gotch, C. 
Harrison Townsend, W. D. Carée. 


Associate Member. 

Youna, Ernest ALEXANDER: nominated by 
T. Taylor Scott, W. A. Longmore, A. Saxon Snell, 
W.J. Burrows, ellows ; A. Basil Cottam, Thomas 
Gildart Mansell, Thomas C. Yates, Associates. 


THE EXAMINATIONS. 


Colonial. 

On the recommendation of the Board of Ex- 
aminers, the Council have resolved to empower 
representative South African Societies to grant 
exemption to Candidates from the Preliminary 
[;xamination on presentation of certain certificates ; 
the standard of such certificates to be previously 
approved by the Board of Examiners. 

On the same recommendation, and in response 
to proposals made by architects practising in the 
South African Colonies, the Council have decided 
for the future to hold the Intermediate Examina- 
tion in South Africa. 


Exemptions from the Intermediate Examination. 

The Council, on the recommendation of the 
Board of Examiners, have decided to grant ex- 
emption from the R.I.B.A. Intermediate Ex- 
amination to those students of the Architectural 
Association who have passed through the four 
years’ course of the Architectural Association 
Schools in a manner found satisfactory by the 
Board. 





— 
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Exemptions from the Preliminary Examination. 


On the recommendation of the Board of Ex- 
aminers, the Council have resolved to accept 
the School or Leaving Certificate of the Oxford 
and Cambridge Schools Examination Board in 
lieu of the Preliminary Examination of the 
Institute, provided that such Certificate includes 
all the subjects of the latter Examination. 


Special Election to Fellowship. 


The Council at their meeting on Monday, the 
7th inst., elected the following gentleman to 
Fellowship of the Institute under the proviso to 
By-law 9—viz. 

Parrick Hitt Toms, President of the 
Dundee Institute of Architects, of 46 
Reform Street, Dundee. 


Obituary : Edmund Woodthorpe and George Low. 


Mr. Edmund Woodthorpe, M.A. Oxon., who 
died of acute pneumonia on the 3rd inst. at the 
age of forty-seven years, was elected Associate of 
the Institute in 1882, and Fellow in 1892. He 
had been for many years an active worker for the 
Institute, serving on the Board of Examiners and 
on the Practice Standing Committee, and for the 
last two years as a member of the Council. He 
held the appointment of District Surveyor for the 
Northern Division of the City of London. 

Mr. ALEXANDER GRAHAM, F.S.A., Hon. Secre- 
tary, in making the announcement to the Meet- 
ing last Monday, said that Mr. Woodthorpe’s 
name was familiar to them all. Most of them 
had experienced his sincerity and kindness of 
heart, and his agreeable manner in all his deal- 
ings with them in his official capacity as District 
Surveyor. Those who had come in contact with 
him always found him reasonable in his interpre- 
tation of the Building Act, and ready to assist in 
the solution of some of those mysterious clauses 
that were often difficult to comprehend. Mr. 
Woodthorpe had endeared himself to many of 
them by his goodness of nature and friendly 
actions. As a member of the Council he took an 
active part in the Institute work, and was always 
loyal to the Institute.—Mr. Graham, after a refer- 
ence to the funeral arrangements and the memorial 
service to be held in the church of St. Lawrence 
Jewry on the 9th inst., went on to express the 
hope that many members of the Institute, espe- 
cially those in the City of London, would attend 
the service in memory of their old friend and 
colleague.* In conclusion he asked the Meeting 


* At the memorial service held in the Church of 
St. Lawrence Jewry on Wednesday, the 9th inst., a large 
number of members were present, the Institute being 
officially represented by the Secretary. The funeral took 
place at Headley, Liphook. 


to pass a resolution that a letter of sincere sym- 
pathy be sent to Mrs. Woodthorpe and the family 
upon the sad bereavement they had _ sustained, 
and expressing at the same time their apprecia- 
tion of the late Edmund Woodthorpe as a worthy, 
kind-hearted man and a gcod colleague. The 
resolution was carried in silence. 

The Hon. Secretary further announced the 
death of Mr. George Low, whose name, he said, was 
not so familiar to the present generation, as he had 
attained avery advanced age. Mr. Low was elected 
an Associate in 1856 and a Fellowin 1860. Some 
few amongst them had had transactions with Mr. 
Low, and had always found him a very pleasant 
man to deal with. At one time he had a large 
practice in the City of London, and made him- 
self particularly active in the ward with which he 
was associated during a long career. On the 
motion of Mr. Graham the Meeting passed a 
resolution that a letter of sympathy be sent to the 
representative of the family—(Mr. William Ralph 
Low, an Associate of the Institute). 

Mr. Wa. Woopwarp ‘F’.} said he should like to 
add a few words to those which had fallen from 
Mr. Graham with reference to Mr. George Low, 
whose funeral it was his painful duty to attend 
last Saturday. He had known Mr. Low a great 
many years; and although he had not lately 
attended the meetings of the Institute, he took a 
great interest in them up to the very last, and 
always read the Journat. In the course of con- 
versation with him on many occasions he had 
heard some most entertaining anecdotes connected 
with members as far back as the sixties. The 
interest he took in the Institute lasted, he felt 
justified in saying, right up to the end of his 
eighty-second year. That was a lesson, he thought, 
they might all take to heart. 


REVIEWS. 
FIRE PROTECTION. 


The New Fire Protection for London: Article in the 
“ Nineteenth Century” for April by A. Maryon Watson. 

It is to me always a pleasure to find members 
of the R.I.B.A.—especially the younger members 
—evincing a taste for that literary work which 
should form no inconsiderable a portion of the 
architect’s education. The school of architects 
of the days of Smirke, Donaldson, Pennethorne, 
Cockerell, Kerr, and others one could name, 
attached more importance to style of writing 
than, I am afraid, many of the modern school 
would care to acknowledge, and instances of the 
accuracy of my statement may be found in the 
earlier contributions to the Dictionary of Archi- 
tecture of the Architectural Publication Society, 
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the volumes of which are in the Institute Library. 
Not only should good literary style be cultivated 
for its own sake, but I know quite well that, in 
many instances, of diction, intelligent 
and intelligible form in reports upon professional 
subjects, have very great weight when brought 
before clients for consideration and determination 
upon, perhaps, serious matters of expenditure, 
and upon the furtherance or abandonment of 
enterprising schemes. I am constrained to think 
that tolerably correct “orthography”? may be 
relied upon in all candidates for the architectural 
profession, but I am by no means equally satisfied 
that their “ caligraphy ”’ would be found to be 
quite so accept ible. Young architects little know 
what opportunities they lose by unreadable letters 
and signatures, or what work passes into other 
hands because of looseness of expression or inde- 
finiteness of real meaning. I therefore respond 
with much pleasure to the invitation to write a 
note upon Mr. A. Maryon Watson’s contribution 
to the April number of the Nineteenth Century. 
Mr. Watson is one of the younger Associate 
members of the Institute, and the son of a 
respected Fellow of very long standing. Some 
years ago a contribution of mine appeared in the 
Nineteenth Century, and I feel quite sure that the 
honour I felt had been conferred upon me is now 
as keenly enjoyed by Mr. Maryon Watson upon 
the insertion of his article in that important 
periodical. 

We are all now tolerably familiar with the Fire 
Clauses of the London Building Acts (Amend- 
ment) Act 1905, but Mr. Watson has so written 
his article that it will be of service to the lay as 
well as to the professional mind. It is too late to 
recall the origin of this Act, but, personally, I do 
not mind repeating that the laches of the Fire 
Brigade of the London County Council itself, in 
connection with the dreadful fire in Queen 
Victoria Street in June 1902, had much to do with 
penalising Londoners in the drastic way which 
will be more fully realised after January 1907, 
when “ existing’ high buildings will come within 


clearness 


the purview of Spring Gardens. Mr. Watson 
describes in a thoroughly practical manner the 
whole effect of the Act upon new and existing 
buildings, and his references to some of the 


evidence brought before the Parliamentary Com- 
mittee fully illustrate the difficulties attending 
the carrying of the Bill. Of course the promoters 
of the Bill lost no opportunity in conjuring up the 
frightful risks every dweller in London ran every 
moment of his life of being burnt to death; and 
it is rather singular that these blood-curdling 
stories should have synchronised with the aforesaid 
fire in Queen Victoria Street; that before June 9, 
1902, buildings. were certified to be safe if 
sixty feet high, but on June 10, 1902, they were 
decidedly unsafe if more than fifty feet high. In 
“factories ’’ forty persons were all right prior to 
June 10, 1902, but after that date twenty persons 
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were in imminent risk of being roasted to death in 
the same buildings. There is much virtue in the 
blessed word “ Mesopotamia,” but not half the 
value attaches to it as to “smoke-logged’’ at 
Spring Gardens ; in arguing fire cases there, one 
feels absolutely annihilated when confronted with 
the splendid compound epithet “ smoke-logged.”’ 

Mr. Watson quotes the useful table of buildings 
affected by the Act in certain streets, which was 
produced by Mr. Riley in the course of his 
evidence, which table shows that “for the 208 
streets selected, the average number of buildings 
whose top floor is over fifty feet and under 
sixty feet is 546 in each street, the average 
number of buildings over sixty feet is 1°41 in 
each street, whilst the average number of high 
buildings actually certified as fit for occupation 
under the Act of 1894 is but 0°23 in each street.”’ 
So that, as Mr. Watson points out, on the score of 
height alone, “it will be evident that Parliament 
has by the new Act sanctioned interference with a 
very large number of buildings which were outside 
the scope of the Act of 1884,” and it must also be 
borne in mind that after January 1, 1907, the 
operation of the Act comes into force with regard 
to “existing buildings,” and it will affect many 
fine new buildings not long ago erected, and quite 
up to date, but, as it may turn out, not up to the 
date of January 2, 1907. 

Mr. Watson devotes much useful criticism to 
the “twenty-person buildings” and to the “ pro- 
jecting shops,” as also to the important questions 
which will arise as regards “change of user’’ and 
other details of the Act which have not yet been 
fully grasped by those who will have to expend 
large sums of money, and suffer much dislocation 
of business in responding to its provisions. How- 
ever, it is an ill wind which blows nobody any 
good, and, as Mr. Watson remarks, just now there 
is room for employment of those concerned in 
building operations; and although I may per- 
sonally think that all that is needed could have 
been supplied to a large extent by more en- 
lightened efficiency on the part of the London 
County Council Fire Brigade itself, it is evident 
that a greater number of persons think differently, 
and hence the new Act under its “non-informing 
title’’ of the London Building Acts Amendment 
Act 1905, Wm. Woopwarp [IF]. 








ALLIED SOCIETIES. 


Devon and Exeter Society. 

The Annual Report of the Devon and Exeter 
Architectural Society states that members have 
increased by eight during the year, and that the 
roll now stands as follows :—Members, 50; Asso- 
ciate Members, 18; Associates, 31. 

The Council express regret that there has been 
no response from the younger members of the 
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profession in connection with the London Archi- 
tectural Association whereby students of the Devon 
and Exeter Architectural Society may join the 
School of Design, and therefore the Book Prize 
offered by the Society has not been awarded. The 
Council again regret the absence of enthusiasm 
among the Associates, as shown by the rare attend- 
ance of the younger members at the meetings and 
also by the lack of competition for the prizes 
offered by the Society.—The Council have dealt 
with several matters of importance to the pro- 
fession, including a protest to the Dartmouth Town 
Council against the unfair conditions issued by 
them in the competition for their municipal build- 
ings, and, in consequence of not receiving a satis- 
factory reply, the members of this Society were 
requested to abstain from taking part in the com- 
petition. The Society’s suggested amendments to 
the Building By-laws have again been considered 
and reported upon by the Borough Engineer, and 
are now receiving the attention of the Special 
Works Committee. 


Glasgow Institute. 


The Council of the Glasgow Institute of Archi- 
tects call attention in their Annual Report just 
issued to the facilities for study which are avail- 
able in the recently established “Glasgow School 
of Architecture’’ conducted by the Technical 
College and the School of Art, and they urge that 
attendance at these classes should be made a con- 
dition of pupilage in the offices of all members of 
the Institute. The Council recommend Day 
Classes in place of Evening Classes where possible. 
The Diploma Course in the School of Architecture 
ensures a comprehensive architectural training, and 
may be taken in one of the following alternatives, 
which are placed in order of preference :—(1) Full 
Day Classes (say for four years) with attendance 
in an office during the vacations ; (2) Full Day 
Classes (say for two years) with office attendance 
during the vacations; then Evening Classes (say 
three years) with attendance in the office ; (8) Day 
Classes for some of the courses (say for three 
afternoons, or during the mornings, or in any 
other approved combination) ; Evening Classes for 
the others; (4) Evening Classes for six or seven 
years. The Certificate Course, although of lesser 
requirement and arranged for evening students, 
will yet provide a fairly sufficient education, and 
will probably require from four to six sessions 
of evening attendance. 

Arrangements are in active preparation for amal- 
gamating the Glasgow Architectural Association 
with the Glasgow Institute. 

The Council have issued a circular calling atten- 
tion to the undue proportion of unpaid apprentices 
employed in many architectural offices, and request- 
ing members to adhere, as far as possible, to the 
practice of employing one apprentice only to each 
draughtsman. 
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The Council for the ensuing year has been 
elected as follows :—Messrs. A. N. Paterson [A.], 
John Keppie [/.], H. K. Bromhead [F’.], James 
Lindsay [A.], T. L. Watson [/’.|, Alexander 
M‘Gibbon [A.|, Andrew Balfour, Charles Gourlay 
[A.], Thomas Baird, jun., R. D. Sandilands, Alex- 
ander Skirving, Robert Miller, John B. Wilson 
(A.], and H. E. Clifford. Mr. James M. Monro, 
F.| is the new President, and Mr. George Bell 
Vice-President. 


The Bristol Society of Architects. 


The following are the Officers and Council for 
the Session 1906-7 :—President, Mr. H. Dare 
Bryan [F.] ; Vice-Presidents, Mr. W. L. Bernard 
[F’.], Mr. G. H. Oatley [/’.] ; Hon. Sec. Mr. Richard 
C. James [A.). Council: Messrs. M. A. Green [A.], 
J.H. La Trobe [F.j, T. Nicholson, W. S. Skinner, 
Frank Wills [F.], J. F. Wood [A.]. Associate 
Members of Council: Mr. G. C. Lawrence [A.], 
T. H. Weston [4.]. 


PRIOR PARK COLLEGE, BATH. 
Steps to Portico. 


Ir was brought to my mind, on reading some 
public references to the central flight of steps to 
the portico at Prior Park, that my father, who was 
about ten years architect to the College, and carried 
out a good deal of work there, had often spoken of 
this flight of steps to me in after years. 

On referring to the drawings I found the working 
drawing showing the lower part, from the lower to 
the upper terrace, set out and figured for the builder. 
I saw in Wood’s design—for he was the architect 
of the building—that there was no front flight of 
steps to the portico. I also discovered by a drawing 
that was taken of the building in 1830 that there 
were no steps in front at that time. My father 
was architect there from about 1827 till after the 
fire in 1836, and I found a drawing signed by 
him dated 1828. After carefully examining and 
comparing the drawings of the flight, and the 
various alterations that had been made on them 
in the arrangement of the upper portion, it was 
clear that the upper part was first carried out by 
him, and afterwards the lower part, with the graceful 
sweeps, right and left, on to the lower terrace. 
This also is allowed by those now occupying the 
building. 

It is worthy of notice how well the whole flight 
is preserved unbroken by the upper terrace, which 
crosses it in the middle, by treating it as a paved 
landing, and not leaving the gravel path, which 
might have been the severance of it into two 
flights. There is a small landing about 4 feet 
2 inches wide, nine steps up from it, leaving 
twenty-two steps to the portico, and in all sixty- 
eight steps from the lower terrace. 
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RIOR PARK COLLEGE, BATH : LOOKING FROM UPPER TERRACE WESTWARDS. 

















PRIOR PARK COLLEGE, BATH : ON LOWER TERRACE, SHOWING SWEEP OF STEPS AT BOTTOM. 
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From every point of view it is exceptionally 
pleasing, but it is the lower flight, with the double 
sweep at the bottom, which gives the character so 
admired. Its treatment and suitability to the site 
and building must strike anyone. 

The widest part of the fiight is about 50 feet, 
and the width of each sweep at the bottom 
is about 80 feet. The treads are wide in the cir- 
cular sweeps —3 feet to 3 feet 6 inches at the wide 
ends, and 1 foot 4 inches to 1 foot 9 inches at the 
narrow ends. In the straight part the treads are 
1 foot 9 inches, but some in the upper portion 
1 foot 8 inches. The risers are 65 inches through- 
out. 

There are two statues of females on the pedestals 
immediately opposite the second column in front 
of portico, and four vases on the pedestals to the 
landing at the top of the double sweeps, eighteen 
steps up, about 8 feet 6 inches wide. The projec- 
tion of the hexastyle portico is two intercolumnia- 
tions, or about 18 feet inner dimension, and the 
columns a little over 3 feet in diameter. It was 
intended by my father’s drawings to have had 
statues on the other pedestals. 

The architecture, the position, and the fine view, 
with the deep wooded dell, the Palladian bridge and 
the lake immediately in the foreground below, the 
splendid view of the city in the valley, and the 
distant hills beyond, render the Park one of the most 
beautiful spots in the kingdom. The stonework 
externally is in bad condition in many parts, 
which shows that though Prior Park was built 
with a view of making Bath stone better known, 
the knowledge of the stone, and how to use it, 
was but very imperfectly known then compared 
with what it is now. The suitable beds, and the 
setting it in its own bed in the building, must 
have been overlooked. 

My father designed a domed chapel to be erected 
at the back of the central building, but this was 
not carried out. The late Mr. Scoles, a Fellow of 
the Institute, was the architect of the present one 
in St. Paul’s wing. 

I am indebted to Mr. Mowbray A. Green [4. 
for the accompanying photos, which he kindly 
took specially for me; but a number of excellent 
views were brought out in Country Life, 13th 
January 1900. 

ALFRED §. GoopRIDGE [4.]. 


MINUTES. XIII. 
SpeciAn GENERAL MEETING. 

At a Special General Meeting, convened by the Council 
under By-law 60, held Monday, 7th May 1906, at 8 p.m. 
Present: Sir John Taylor, K.C.B., Vice-President, in the 
Chair, 24 Fellows (including 7 members of the Council) 
and 22 Associates: the Chairman brought up a recom- 
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mendation from the Council in the terms of the resolution 
printed below, and having pointed out that the retention 
of oftice by the President and Council during the period in 
question was necessary and desirable in the interests of 
the forthcoming Congress, Mr. C. Harrison Townsend 
| J.) moved, Mr. E. W. Hudson [4.] seconded, and it wa: 
unanimously 
Resoivep, That the President and Members of the 
Council for the current Session do retain office until 
the conclusion of the VIIth International Congress 
of Architects to be held in July, and that, in order 
to give legal effect to this resolution, the provisions 
of By-law 30 affected thereby be temporarily sus 
pended. 


The Special General Meeting then terminated. 


ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING. 

At the Seventy-second Annual General Meeting (being 
the Thirteenth General Meeting of the Session 1905-06) 
held Monday, 7th May 1906, following the Special General 
Meeting above minuted and similarly constituted, the 
Minutes of the Meeting held 23rd April [p. 340] were taken 
as read and signed as correct. « 

The Hon. Secretary announced the decease of Edmund 
Woodthorpe, M.A., Member of Council, and, having moved, 
it was thereupon resolved, that a letter be addressed from 
the Institute sympathising with the widow and family in 
their great bereavement, and expressing at the same time 
the atfection and esteem of members for their late col- 
league and appreciation of his merits and high qualities. 

The decease was also announced of George Low, elected 
Associate 1856, Fellow 1860, and it was resolved that a 
letter of regret and condolence be sent to the representa 
tive of the family of the deceased. 

The following members attending for the first time since 
their election were formally admitted and signed the re 
gister—viz. Ernest William Marshall and Edward Prioleau 
Warren, F.S.A., Fellows, and Dugald Alexander Shaw, 
Associate. 

The Report of the Council for the official year 1905-06, 
which had been previously circulated among members in 
the United Kingdom, having been formally presented and 
taken as read, was moved for adoption by the Chairman, 
and seconded by Mr. John Slater [/’.|. The Report was 
then discussed, and the Meeting unanimously 

Resotvep, That the Report of the Council for the 
official year 1905-06 be approved and adopted. 

On the motion of Mr. John Slater [/’.], seconded by Mr. 
Max Clarke [A.], it was resolved that the thanks of the 
Institute be accorded the Hon. Secretary, the Secretary, 
and all the members of the Staff for the excellence of their 
service and their hard work for the Institute during the 
past year. 

A vote of thenks was passed to Messrs. Sydney Perks 

F.| and W. Arthur Webb [.1.] for their services as Hon. 
Auditors of the year’s accounts ; and the same gentlemen 
were nominated to serve as Hon. Auditors for the ensuing 
year of oftice. 

The Meeting authorised the Council to appoint scru- 
tineers to direct the election of the Officers, Council, and 
Standing Committees for the year of oftice 1906-07 and to 
report the result thereof to the Business General Meeting 
of the 11th June. 

A vote of thanks was passed to the Statutory Board of 
Examiners, and the members of the Board were re- 
appointed to the office, with the addition of Messrs. W. 
Hilton Nash [¥’.] and W. Henry White [F.]. 

The proceedings then closed, and the Meeting separated 
at 9.30 











